“John gave so much to so many people, and he’s still
giving even after he’s gone,” said Smith, professor of
biology and Foundation Fellow. “The family is pleased
to see his legacy of research and teaching honored by
the university.”
The symposium, also sponsored by the Kennesaw
State University Research and Service Foundation,
began with welcoming remarks from KSU President
Pamela Whitten. Then McMurry provided a brief
remembrance of Salerno’s biophysics and enzymology
career, also noting his interests in fiction writing and
musical performance.
“It’s entirely appropriate that
we celebrate research and
scholarship from all across
the spectrum of academic
endeavors here,” McMurry
said in his remarks. “I think
he’d like that we are not only
going to hear today from
chemists and biologists and
physicists too, but also a
music theorist, demographer
and an engineer.”

In another instance, Muhammad Salman, assistant
professor of mechanical engineering in the Southern
Polytechnic College of
Engineering and Engineering
Technology, presented his
work on using surface-wave
elastography (SURF-E) as a
cost-effective noninvasive
approach to quantify spatial
variations of mechanical
and structural properties of
a tendon when assessing
Achilles tendon injuries.

Jonathan McMurry (left) congratulates Jeff Yunek
(top right) and Jeremy Gulley (bottom right) who
were individually recognized for best research
presentations.

“John gave
so much to so
many people,
and he’s still
giving even after he’s gone...
The family is pleased to see
his legacy of research and
teaching honored by the
university.”

For example, Benjamin Scafidi, professor of economics,
discussed the joint research work he produced with
colleague Aniruddha Bagchi, associate professor of
economics in the Coles College of Business. They
focused on whether the number of domestic terrorism
incidents change with the level of a country’s human
capital. Human capital was measured in various ways
such as educational attainment of adults and by
average test scores on international exams.

During the reception
participants were
recognized and cash prizes
awarded for best research
presentations. Attendees
had the opportunity
to select their favorite
presenter for a “People’s
Choice” Award. Prizes were
supported through the John
Salerno Memorial Fund,
which was established in
2016 by the College of
Science and Mathematics as
a tribute to Salerno’s prolific
research contributions to his field and to support
research at KSU.
Jeff Yunek, assistant professor of music theory, earned
the John C. Salerno Prize for Research Achievement
with a $1,000 cash prize.
“It is truly humbling to receive this award,” he said.
“My fellow scholars presented research that will save
our environment, improve the health of children,
and help defend our nation. Winning within the arts
acknowledges that our university not only strives to
provide research that prolongs our lives, but seeks
out the beauty, creativity and wonder that makes our
lives deeper, fuller and more meaningful.”
Through examining the music mashups of DJ
Earworm, Yunek said that he wanted to challenge the
idea that mashups are a derivative and subversive

16

The Investigator Research Magazine

