Kennesaw State is hosting the National Conference
on Undergraduate Research in April – the first
one hosted by a university in Georgia. What
expectations and outcomes do you anticipate for
KSU in hosting the largest undergraduate research
conference in the country?
I believe the National Conference on Undergraduate
Research is a wonderful opportunity for our students
to see so much research across all spectrums
simultaneously. This unique opportunity exposes our
students to thought-provoking research questions in
a non-traditional learning environment and provides
a national stage for our students who are selected to
debut their projects.
Our faculty are also taking advantage of this event
by creating learning connections via conferencerelated assignments for their students enrolled in their
courses. Students can also collectively engage in the
research process at the conference by talking with
student presenters about their research, reviewing
research posters and visiting with faculty experts
to truly gain a sense of the role of research and
scholarship in an academic setting.
The conference offers our students a window to the
world of research and creative activity that cannot be
fully appreciated without this scope and magnitude.
The conference also affords us the opportunity to
highlight the vast outlets of the undergraduate
research experience at KSU and showcase our
academic programs and initiatives to our peers in
higher education.
What is the value of undergraduate research? How
do you consider growing those opportunities at KSU?
Increasing undergraduate research opportunities
is a broad and current interest among colleges
and universities across the country. Undergraduate
students are naturally curious and inquisitive, and they
want to understand how things work. These research
experiences provide that outlet for inquiry and
serendipitously provide skill sets from assessing and
analyzing the research problems. These skills can be
transferable to the workforce as well as to academia
for those who choose to pursue research-based
graduate degrees. Since undergraduate opportunities
depend so closely upon our faculty, it would be
advantageous to identify the opportunities already
available in the various disciplines and increase those
opportunities by supporting our faculty in growing
their research endeavors.
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Graduate education and research usually are
interdependent. What trends do you see in higher
education regarding the future of graduate
research?
Nationally, there has been an increase in the number
of people pursuing graduate degrees, either for job
promotion in their fields or entering careers that
require more than bachelor’s degrees. According to
2017 data from the Bureau of Labor Statistics, weekly
wages for professional, doctoral and master’s degree
recipients, respectively, are the top three earning
groups when measuring the value of education. With
these expectations, we need to ensure our graduate
students have opportunities to conduct research and
apply those skills as part of a well-rounded education.
How do you envision Kennesaw State’s research
profile five to 10 years from now?
I would look at this on two levels. First, it is
important for us to build out our core programs
and infrastructure to be successful in our research
endeavors. Then we need to strategically choose
and outline signature areas to pursue that we would
like to bolster in KSU’s research portfolio. We are
currently working on both approaches for the next
couple of years. In this way, five to 10 years down the
road, we can be more focused on the research and
development of the strategic areas identified in our
initial plan and start reaping the benefits of our goals.
As a very successful scholar and mentor, what advice
would you give to a new faculty member making the
transition from a recent Ph.D. graduate or post-doc
fellow to an independent researcher at KSU?
Collaborate. Collaborate. Collaborate. KSU
researchers should collaborate to the extent of
finding research partners in other disciplines who
can complement their work. When seeking funding,
collaboration allows a researcher to be more
competitive among peers, and increase opportunities
to be funded from multiple sources that may promote
interdisciplinary scholarship. Applying diverse
perspectives to often complicated research questions
also leads to greater understanding of the topic and
to finding innovative ways to address the issues.

