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here are bad rexts — which
someone else writes — ”U&M
v texts — which we write —
and perfect texts — %&f%ﬁ;<‘i1 we p?;m 8]
write some day.” Kenneth Eble, Cr tr
of Teaching.

Twenty vears ago, when the quote
above was first written, it was a witty
comment made by a professor who
knew from experience how difficulr it
was to get a book published. Few could

expect to see their own textbook make
it to print. The advent of desktop

publishing rechnology has foreve
changed thar situation. Now it is quite

reasonable for 4 professor o think
about self-publishing some or all of the
materials for a class. With surprisingly
little work, one can create a profes-
sional looking text to be duplicated for
student use.

There are good reasons why one
should consider self-publishing, as this
brief comparison to maditional rext-
hooks might make clear.
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Tailoring to the Situation

Any textbook which expects w
:>rmczz§ tor the larger marker must be
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The Dangers and Difficulties

1 marerials can be spe-
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are a few that one should consider:

I. Expense. The usual way of get-
ting a self-published manuscripr into

students” hands is to have a master
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duplicared by a quick printing ser-
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the accompanying problems of seeing
that all quoted materials remain pro-
perly credited.

Some How-To’s

In the summer of 1989 [ received
an Instructional Enhancement Grant
from Kennesaw State College to pre-
pare an extensive set of new materials
for one of my classes. A major part of
the task was to write and self-publish a
rextbook for my course. Writing the
material took the kind of detailed ef-
fort that any good expository writing
requires. The rechnology of self-
publishing offered few shortcuts, though
in the process of reorganizing my texe |
have been grateful for the computer’s
ability to move large passages of text
with just a few simple commands. |
have been pleasantly surprised, however,
to find that the actual process of laying-
out and printing the book has been
simple.

Though it is not absolutely necessary,
one can save fime by doing the original
composition of the text on a word pro-
cessor. For anyone who already types,
learning o use word processing is
relatively simple. T use Microsoft Word
on a Macintosh SE for most of my
work, but there are many other com-
binations which work as well. A stra-
tegy for the uninitated is to use
whatever the departmental secretary is
using, thereby having a source for in-
struction when it is needed.

The main difference between pre-
paring a book and general expository
writing is the need to create chapter
headings and sub-headings as well as
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body text. Visual variety demands more
headings than we ordinarily use when
subject matter alone dictates them.
Most word-processing programs will
allow you to print your headings and
sub-headings in larger and bolder type,
though not all of them will show the
difference on a computer screen.

It is best to prepare a final draft of
the text in the word-processing pro-
gram. [ bepan the process of page lay-
out with my rough draft and regretred
it later. Though it is exciting to see the
book begin to take form, to do so pre-
maturely makes it difficult to enter cor-
rections. Take advantage of the capabi-
littes of word-processing spelling check-
er to search for typographical errors.
Compurters are no replacement for care-
ful proofreading, but they are much
more efficient than humans at carching
misprints and mechanical errors.

Once the writing is complete, it is
tfime to turn to a page-layour program.
A page-layout program does elec-
rronically what a typesetter and graphic

artist do in maditional publishing. By
entering a few simple specifications, one
can design a standard page. This stan-
dard page can be sophisticated, includ-
ing headings, running chapter tides,
and page numbers. It knows enough to
make right and left pages face each
other for double side printing, leaving
room at the inside margin for binding.
e will even leave space for footnortes at
the bottom of the page. You need only
design one set of master pages and
thereatrer the format can be applied to
the entire book. A few more specifi-
cations will tell the program what type
faces and sizes you want for headings,
sub-headings, and hody type. Don’t be
intimidated if you know nothing about
these things. Such choices are fairly
standard, and the instruction manual
will give you advice.

The program then “pours” your text
into your customized format, produe-
ing a sophistcated final product.
Reaching Through Teaching is pro-
duced through such a process, as is
The Monday Report and the programs
for performing arts events on campus.

Such an effort can be very rewarding
for you and for your students. My final
words of encouragement are to note
the strong positive feedback [ have
received from my students about my
book. My classes have demonstrated an
overall increase in interest in the new
materials, feeling more personally con-
nected to it by virtue of being able o
talk to the “author.” As well, they now
understand rhat my teaching involves
more than the contact hours | spend
with them. @




