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The GLA Membership Case
includes:
 Cards Promoting GLA
Membership
 Button Maker & Branded
Buttons
 GLA Branded Lanyards
 Membership Forms
 Retractable Banner
 Tech Tattoos
 Tablecloths

The case can be picked up in
Atlanta or shipped to public
libraries and universities on the
Georgia Public Library Service
statewide courier. To request the
GLA Membership Case visit the
GLA Membership Committee
page and click on
Request GLA Marketing Items.
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Join Us for the
Full Conference in
Spring 2020!

Save the Date!
Join us for a One-Day Workshop on Sep. 27, 2019
in Savannah, Georgia!
Workshop Featured Speaker
Susan Orlean

Author, Staff Writer at The New Yorker
Susan Orlean is a journalist and author. She has been a staff
writer for The New Yorker since 1992 and has contributed
articles to many magazines including Vogue, Rolling Stone,
and Esquire. She is best known as the author of the 1998
book The Orchid Thief, which was adapted into the film
Adaptation. Her other books include Rin Tin Tin: The Life
and the Legend and Saturday Night, among others. Her most
recent work, The Library Book, re-opens the unsolved
mystery of the most catastrophic library fire in American
history and delivers a dazzling homage to a beloved
institution. Don’t miss her at the 2019 workshop!

Find out More at: GeorgiaSouthern.edu/conted/infolit 3
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Develop the credentials you need to succeed in specialized information services for educational or corporate
environments with an ALA-accredited Master of Science in Library and Information Studies. Learn the
desired skills that are associated with managing a library, working with youth services, implementing
innovative media or responding to the needs of a diverse and global society.
Work full time while earning this degree. You can choose to complete this program online or with an occasional
face-to-face class at the UA Gadsden Center.
Visit BamaByDistance.ua.edu/gla for more information or call 800-467-0227.

DISTANCE LEARNING
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Digital Library of Georgia
A division of GALILEO, Georgia’s virtual library,
and housed at The University of Georgia
Libraries, the Digital Library of Georgia (DLG) is
the state’s cultural heritage digitization
initiative. Active since 1996, DLG partners with
libraries, archives, and museums to facilitate
online access to resources about Georgia’s
history, culture, and life. In addition to its
Georgia portal, the
DLG also hosts the
IMLS-funded Civil
Rights Digital
Library and ASERL’s
(Association of
Southeastern
Research Libraries)
Civil War in the
American South. In
2013, DLG became
one of the first six
service hubs for the
Digital Public
Library of America
(DPLA), and DLG
hosts the state’s
newspaper microfilming project, the Georgia
Newspaper Project. DLG has no physical
collections, only virtual ones.
DLG’s mission is two-fold: provide seamless,
free online access to historical resources about
the state and provide leadership and support in
digitization for Georgia’s cultural heritage
organizations. DLG hosts four portals: the
Georgia portal (https://dlg.usg.edu), a historic
newspaper portal (https://gahistoricnews
papers.galileo.usg.edu), the Civil Rights Digital
Library (https://crdl.usg.edu), and the ASERLbased Civil War portal, Civil War in the
American South. Through these four portals,
DLG currently provides access to 636,000 digital
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objects from over 450 holding institutions
nation-wide and over 1.1 million pages of
digitized historic newspapers. In 2017, DLG
joined the Library of Congress and National
Endowment for the Humanities’ National Digital
Newspaper Program.
DLG provides the state’s memory institutions a
number of services for free or cost recovery
fees. Free services include best practice guides
and toolkits,
consulting, grant
proposal
development
assistance, hosting
of access or master
files, metadata
funneling to DPLA,
metadata hosting,
metadata
harvesting/ingest,
training (on-site
and virtual), and
the subgranting
program.
In 2017, DLG began
its subgranting program to broaden partner
participation. Designed to provide smaller
organizations experience with grant proposal
development and a low barrier to entry, the
program provides digitization services costing
up to $7,500 to applicants. DLG staff provides
applicants with office hour support to help
them frame their proposals. Applications are
reviewed by a panel consisting of
representatives from the Georgia Public Library
Service, Historic Records Advisory Board,
Humanities Council, Council for the Arts, and
representatives from the larger DLG partner
community. Moreover, awardees’ holdings are
exposed widely as all project metadata is
included in the DLG portal and the Digital Public
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Library of America (DPLA). Awardees include
the Athens-Clarke County Library, AugustaRichmond County Public Library System, Atlanta
History Center, Berry College, City of Savannah,
Research Library & Municipal Archives, Coastal
Heritage Society, Columbus State University,
Georgia State University Libraries, the Juliette
Gordon Low Birthplace, Oconee Regional
Library System, Piedmont College Library,
Valdosta State University Archives and Special

https://digitalcommons.kennesaw.edu/glq/vol56/iss1/1

Collections, and Walter J. Brown Media Archives
and Peabody Awards Collection. These projects
help provide a view of the state’s diversity as
they document not only the growth of
Savannah, but also the LGBTQ community in
Atlanta, Chinese-Americans in Augusta, and
African American life in Athens and North
Georgia during the 1970s and 1980s. The next
slate of awardees will be announced in
December.
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Georgia Library for Accessible
Statewide Services
GLASS, Georgia Library for Accessible Statewide
Services, is a network library of the National
Library Service for Blind and Physically
Handicapped (NLS) program, providing talking
book and braille materials to Georgians with
print impairments
since 1931. As a
unit of Georgia
Public Library
Service, GLASS
includes a
regional library, a
distribution
center, and a
subregional
library. Free
reading material is
provided to
Georgians who,
due to a disability, are unable to see the printed
word, hold a book, turn the page, or understand
and interpret the printed word due to organic
reading disability.
There are over 14,600 patrons, and over 1,900
institutions have accounts for demonstrating
GLASS technology to potential patrons.
Locations in Atlanta and Bainbridge provide a
range of library services including telephone, email, and walk-in services. In-person
programming such as Zumba classes, chess
clubs, and remote book clubs that meet by
conference call allow patrons to connect with
each other.
Most GLASS patrons use the service by receiving
reading materials through the mail or by
download. From June 2017 through July 2018,
GLASS circulated over 436,000 items. Each
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weekday between 1,000 and 1,200 items are
mailed to customers from NLS’s collection of
human-narrated talking books. These are
supplemented by braille books for its small but
passionate group of braille readers, and
downloadable talking books, including Georgiafocused books created in the GLASS Recording
Studio.
The popularity of
digital content has
increased over the
years, as has the
ways GLASS
patrons can
receive books.
Patrons can
download books
through BARD
(Braille and Audio
Reading Download),
which allows
users to put books
on a jump drive so they may be listened to on a
talking book player. Patrons with braille displays
can also download eBraille books using BARD.
The BARD Mobile app lets patrons download
books directly to a device they own, allowing
further autonomy in selecting their own
material.
Starting in July 2016, GLASS became the second
talking book library in the country to offer
patrons no-cost access to Bookshare’s e-book
collection. This collection of over 650,000 items
includes not only text to speech books, but ebooks for those who prefer text, with many
ways to adapt text to make it more readable.
GLASS partners with PINES so patrons may get
public library cards to receive large print books
through the mail, as well as films on DVD and
Blu-ray that contain descriptive audio tracks for
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people with vision impairments. In cooperation
with Georgia’s 62 public library systems, GLASS
provides basic assistive technology to each
library system, which can also check out “tool
kits” designed to create awareness of some of
the options available for people with disabilities
seeking ways to comfortably enjoy reading
material.

https://digitalcommons.kennesaw.edu/glq/vol56/iss1/1

For more information, visit www.georgia
libraries.org/glass , subscribe to the GLASS
newsletter by emailing hourglass@georgia
libraries.org, or call 1-800-248-6701 to speak to
a GLASS staff member or arrange a training visit
by a member of our outreach team. You can
also find GLASS on Facebook.
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Gwinnett County Public Library
Social Saturday
The most innovative projects begin with an
open mind, and the Gwinnett County Public
Library’s Social Saturday program is no
different. The program serves individuals with
severe and profound disabilities and began as
an effort to provide a monthly social
opportunity to a specific group of individuals
who had aged out of
the public school
system and lost
access to all of the
state-funded
resources that come
along with
enrollment. Since its
inception in February
2018, Social Saturday
has attracted a steady
attendance of 15 to
30 individuals every
month.
Each session, attendees engage with an
adapted story created and led by special
educators along with the help of speech
language pathologists. Stories such as The
Odyssey, 20,000 Leagues Under the Sea, and
Romeo and Juliet are brought to life through an
audio- and video-enhanced presentation, tactile
characters, props, and a creative usage of
assistive communication technology. Attendees
are also given a take-home kit of related
manipulatives and a CD copy of the
presentation so that they can recreate the
experience at home. Library staff prepares a
simple craft to go along with the month’s story
and strives to ensure that the materials are
tactilely engaging. Patrons have made
masquerade masks for Romeo and Juliet,
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personalized doubloons for Treasure Island, and
sea creature-filled portholes for 20,000 Leagues
Under the Sea.
The Gwinnett County Public Library has made
real strides in its service to the special needs
community over the past several years. Several
branches offer regular Sensory Story Times
designed for children with sensory integration
disorders; the Dacula Branch opens its doors
early one Sunday a
month for a Sensory
Friendly Browsing
Hour; and the Youth
Services Department
regularly engages
with local advocacy
and support groups
such as SPECTRUM
Autism and FOCUS.
These efforts led to a
partnership with
Oakland Meadow
School, a Gwinnett
County public school
that serves students
with severe and profound needs. Not only do
librarians visit the school to sign up teachers
and students for library cards and to lead story
times, a small group of Oakland Meadow
students also visit their local library branch
every week to volunteer.
Oakland Meadow’s commitment to their
students extends well beyond graduation with
their Alumni Association. Given the Gwinnett
County Public Library’s determination to reach
traditionally underserved communities, the
creation of Social Saturday as a way to offer
these graduates a monthly social event was a
natural extension of the library’s ongoing
outreach efforts. Judging from the sustained
success of Social Saturday, the program—and
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the library’s ongoing dedication to individuals
with special needs—is here to stay. If you would
like more information on how this program

https://digitalcommons.kennesaw.edu/glq/vol56/iss1/1

came about, don’t hesitate to contact Don
Giacomini (youth services specialist) or Patty
Reeber (youth services manager).

10

GLQ: Winter 2019

I am so incredibly grateful to all of you for the
opportunity to serve you as president of the
Georgia Library Association (GLA) in 2019. I can
only hope to continue the progress that is a
result of my predecessors’ efforts.
Fred Smith dedicated a considerable amount of
time and energy to our organization and
conference planning last year. One of his early
actions was to support the development of a
taskforce to establish a state-wide American
Library Association (ALA) Black Caucus. The
taskforce was led by Karen Manning and Tamika
Barnes. A direct result of all of their efforts was
our celebration of the establishment of an
interest group at this year’s Midwinter meeting.
Fred also oversaw the site selection for the next
two years of the Georgia Libraries Conference.
As you might imagine, I’m delighted to have the
opportunity to host you in my home community
of Macon.
I think Fred would agree that we benefitted
greatly from the continued leadership and
commitment of Elizabeth McKinney. Elizabeth
attained great things in her year as GLA
president. She started a Conference Taskforce
and supported Sofia Slutskaya in the
development of a highly functional and
attractive website upgrade. I continue to be
impressed with her personal investment in the
success of our professional organization.
My goal for the year is to simply continue this
forward progress. My management philosophy
is that the role of leadership is to listen to and
fully support the efforts of those doing the
heavy lifting of the work. In this vein, we have
formed a taskforce to continue aligning GLA
with the Friends of Georgia Libraries (FOGL) and
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the Georgia Library Trustees, Friends and
Advocates Association (GLTFAA) Division. This
request was received by the Executive Board a
couple of years ago and the melding of two
structurally and financially complex entities has
proven a significant challenge. Thankfully, I
believe that we have assembled a very
knowledgeable and capable taskforce to study
and execute this effort.
We continue work on the Conference Planning
Task Force recommendations. There were
plenty of recommendations that would
significantly benefit the organization and our
members. Some have already been
accomplished. Some will require more
significant investments of time and energy but
are worth that effort. I expect that this year we
will continue progress on these
recommendations.
There will be one item of business for the year
that is not a direct result of my predecessors
but absolutely vital for the health and wellness
of our organization. Dr. Gordon Baker shared a
letter of intent to retire from Administrative
Services collectively to us three presidents. This
is a significant transition for our organization.
The depth of knowledge of the workings and
traditions of our organization that are available
from Gordon Baker are truly a treasure. He has
served Georgia Library Association with
dedication and loyalty in many different
capacities. For this reason and many more, I
could not fathom a better person to ask to
serve as the Advisor to the President for my
year. I am so honored that he agreed.
Gordon’s retirement provides the priorities for
my year. The essential task is the completion of
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the request for proposal effort to secure
administrative services for GLA. With Gordon’s
assistance and also the Administrative Services
RFP Task Force established by Fred, I am
hopeful that we will be able to have a
reasonably smooth transition.
At the January Midwinter Planning Meeting I
shared my guiding theme for the year, which is
“Building Better Together.” This will be our
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conference theme but also seemed incredibly
relevant to the work that we have ahead of us
in 2019. I look forward to doing this work
together with each of you over the upcoming
year.
Jennifer Lautzenheiser
President, Georgia Library Association 2019
lautzenheiserj@bibblib.org
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When I was in library school, a professor asked
why people wanted to be librarians. He said, “If
you say it’s because you like books, you can
leave now.”
I get what he meant. There is a difference
between the books you own and the books you
work with as a librarian. Does that mean they
can never cross paths? No. I’m not about to add
a German philosophy book from 1963 to my
personal collection, but I will happily catalog it
and send it to the
shelves. However, if a
book on Iris Apfel
comes across my desk
you can bet I will be
all over Amazon
trying to get that for
my collection. I really
do like books (sorry,
Dr. Curran). I always
have. So, my own
library is a mix of
sentimental and
meaningful books—
as I’m sure yours is,
too.
To me, seeing a book unlocks so many
memories or feelings. Sure, you read a book
and you feel something, but sometimes books
can invoke feelings just by what they are or
where they came from.
I have a shelf at work of books that I just want
around me. Some of the books are from my
father-in-law. He had tons of books that he had
collected over the years and when he passed
away, we donated a lot of his books to the
public library and to the University of Georgia.
The books that UGA didn’t need, I kept. I don’t
have a clue about textile mills or anything
related to textiles, but I keep them as a
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reminder of my father-in-law. I also keep a copy
of No Slam Dancing, No Stage Diving, No Spikes:
an Oral History of the Legendary City Gardens at
work. This book reminds me of growing up in
New Jersey. Just the spine will remind me of
bands that I saw there and the many friends
that have come in and out of my life. The Art of
Racing in the Rain, besides being a great book,
reminds me that there is a wonderful dog that
waits for me when I get home, and I need to
appreciate him more.
At home, I currently
have several boxes of
books that are stored
in my dining room.
These books are a
combination of titles
that my husband and
I had before we were
married along with
books from his father
and books that we
collected over the
years. We had a
bookcase for these
books, but my son’s
LEGO collections needed a home and so we
bestowed our bookcase to him. In these boxes
are yearbooks, poetry books, and college books
that we always thought we would want to read
again (ha!). These boxes also include some of
my favorite books from my godmother. My
godmother has always had an appreciation of
books, and I was lucky enough to share that
appreciation with her throughout my life. When
I graduated from library school, she sent me
four books that represented different aspects of
life—friendship (Frog and Toad Are Friends by
Arnold Lobel), fidelity (Fidelity by Wendell
Berry), love (Jane Eyre by Charlotte Bronte), and
self (Iris and Her Friends by John Bayley). It was
such a meaningful gift. She inscribed each one.
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Reading her inscription is so uplifting, especially
since she is 800 miles away.
I know I have passed the love of
books to my daughter. Do we
have the same taste in books?
Not even close. She loves
fantasy. I loathe it. But, she has
the same attachment and
appreciation for books that I
have. She wants to own a book
that she loves and read it over
and over. Her favorite books
are on the end of the bookcase
closest to her bed. She has a set
of books from when she was
younger that she would never
read now—“baby books” —but
they are special to her and she
keeps them where she can see
them.
As a cataloger, you might think
that I need to organize my own
books by subject, publisher,
year, etc. No. I do that at work.
There is a specific reason for
that kind of organization at a
large, academic library. I don’t
need rules-based organization
of my home library. I don’t keep
track of my books via
LibraryThing. No offense if you
are an avid user of LibraryThing.
That’s too much like work for
me. I catalog every day at
work—I certainly don’t want to
do that at home. I know what I
have, and I know where to find it. I enjoy
browsing my personal book collection.
Recently, I went and bought a small bookcase
for the bedroom. I was tired of not seeing my
books. I went through the boxes, selected a mix
that reflects myself and my husband and set
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everything up. There’s a healthy mix of World
War II and Georgia football mixed in with
Faulkner and Frog and Toad Are Friends. There
are also pictures and things that
just seem to go with books: dog
statues and candles. I just
wanted a small sanctuary of
books. There’s plenty of time to
replace the bookcase. That
didn’t bother me. It was not
seeing the reminders of people,
places, and things that
are/were important to me. This
bookshelf is an instant memory
trigger. Every day, something
different will catch my eye and I
will reflect upon what that book
means to me. I’m not sure that
the bookcase has the same
effect on my husband as it does
on me. Maybe it does—who
knows? I guess I can always ask.
I’ve always been a visual
person. Seeing the books that
have meant so much to me
over the years is comforting.
Would I say that my personal
library is a statement on the
academic pursuits of a librarian
and an accountant? Are you
kidding? I don’t take myself
that seriously. Are there
accounting books and books on
subject headings in my
collection? Why, of course.
That’s just part of who I am. My
personal library reflects me as a
person separate from me as a librarian. It tells
my story through the many stories that I have
collected over the years.
Kelly M. Holt is Head, Cataloging Department
at University of Georgia
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Designing Engagement for Academic Libraries
By Betsy Whitley and Amy Burger
What Drives Us
Research shows that when it comes to
engagement, retention, grades, and academic
skill development, using libraries is good for
students, and library use contributes to student
success. Providing experiences that engage
students both academically and socially is high
on the list of successful retention efforts,
according to sociologist and educator Vincent
Tinto (2012). Where better for that to happen
than the library?
While libraries have been stereotyped as quiet,
exclusive places, they have
actually served throughout
history as gathering places,
community places, and
democratic places. Libraries
are part of the social
infrastructure or “third
spaces,” so called by
sociologist Ray Oldenburg,
places where people gather,
like parks, pubs, cafes, and
plazas. Unlike businesses,
there is no expectation that
users must pay to be in a
library’s space.
When promoting the library as “place,” consider
that engagement and providing engaging
activities:
•

adds to the sense of community and
connection (social, cultural, and
academic)
• with scheduled events to
participate in with others by intent
or chance
• with rooms and seating to read,
hang out, drink coffee, eat lunch,
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•

•

and for team projects and study
groups, etc.
nurtures the idea of both the library
and the world of scholars and
scholarship as relevant and inclusive to
young adults and the community—the
library has something for everyone and
is not exclusive
relieves both library and academic
anxiety by encouraging relaxing visits
offering opportunities to connect and
unwind.

At Dalton State College, we have striven to
address each of these points
in our outreach efforts. Over
half of our students are first
generation, and many are
second-language English
speakers, to whom college
may seem especially new or
confusing. In addition to the
campus itself, the academic
library may be perceived as
intimidating, a significant
factor in the phenomenon of
library anxiety.
Library anxiety was
documented by librarian and
researcher Constance Mellon in 1986. Mellon’s
work led to her holding “warmth sessions” to
build rapport between students and librarians.
Carol Kuhlthau’s research on information
seeking additionally clarified that an uncertainty
factor inherent in the research process also
fosters anxiety. Anxiety and discomfort need to
be dispelled in order for students to choose to
use libraries.
Some library anxiety may be expressed as “I
hate libraries,” by those who don’t know how to
use the library. The resulting feelings of
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discomfort, incapability, helplessness, not smart
enough, not belonging, and shame can lead to a
mindset that is closed to the idea of libraries.
This mindset and discomfort
may give rise to the idea that
the library is an exclusive
place, for scholars only, not
“me.” Engagement in libraries
can lead to a mindset change,
so that more students change
their point of view to “I do
belong here,” and “I am a
scholar.”
What We’re Doing at Dalton
The majority of students new
to Dalton matriculate in the
fall, which means they attend
the mandatory orientation
over the summer. While for
years, the library’s role at this
event was a place at a table with a display
board, in the past few years, we have garnered
a spot on the schedule of breakout sessions.
While not every student at orientation chooses
to attend our session, those
who do learn about the
library in a low-stakes game
modeled after the University
of Tennessee at
Chattanooga’s wonderful
Library Mythbusters activity.
Like Mellon’s warmth
sessions, the goal of the
orientation is more to put a
friendly face on the library
than it is to inform students
of printing costs, resource
sharing, or food and drink
rules—although the session
does that as well.
When fall rolls around, the
college hosts a weeklong Week of Welcome
event to mark the beginning of classes. Roberts
Library has participated in this event for years,
predating our employment at Dalton State. In
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recent years, the library has used games, film
screenings, food, and prize giveaways to host
our own open house event. These events have
been themed: in 2016 and
2017, we hosted an all-day
Library Carnival, and in 2018
reduced the event to two
midday hours with an Alice in
Wonderland theme. Reducing
the event’s duration allowed
library employees to maintain
library services and focus our
creative and enthusiastic
energy for a more
manageable event. This event
encourages students to
encounter the library space
and employees in a fun and
approachable way that we
hope contributes to the
lessening of library anxiety.
Another event we host regularly is Stress-Free
Week, during finals. The library offers extended
hours, crafting workshops, games, a coloring
station, and visits from therapy dogs, and
provides free drinks (coffee
and cocoa in fall semester,
coffee and fruit-infused water
in spring semester).
The three aforementioned
events are the most
significant in terms of time,
cost, and effort. They are also
less focused on information
literacy skills than simply
illustrating the library’s
atmosphere of welcome and
approachability.
Smaller-scale events have a
role in our library too. During
the year, we frequently offer
passive programming, such as a DIY poetry
station in April, DIY snow globe table in
December, and make your own Valentine in
February.
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Not only do we develop activities that bring
students into the library, we make efforts to get
the library out on campus, attending
community events and campus activities. Even
something as simple as eating lunch on campus
periodically can make the library more visible as
a part of the campus community.
Like many academic libraries, campus patrons
are our primary users, but we are open to the
community as well. Some of the outreach
events we offer are publicized in the local
newspaper and actively marketed as open to
the public. These include author talks, which
bring writers to the library to discuss their work,
and many of the activities in our yearly summer
reading program.
The summer reading program was developed
after library leadership recognized that campus
events during the summer semester were
limited. The summer reading program involves
book talks, workshops, and larger events. Each
summer, the reading program is themed.
Recent summers have focused on themes of
food, travel, mystery, and pop culture. Notable
events for the last two of these were a liveaction murder mystery game and a Harry Potter
birthday celebration, which included a wandmaking activity.
In summer 2018, Roberts Library underwent the
first phase of a planned years-long construction
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project, and as a result, did not offer a summer
reading program. However, we made sure our
patrons were aware of the project’s progress by
sharing updates on our social media accounts.
Because much of the library and the ongoing
work was shrouded by plastic sheeting, this
virtual engagement was welcomed by curious
users.
Where We Plan to Go Next
While attendance numbers and verbal
participant feedback are valuable, the only
program for which we’ve conducted a formal
assessment has been the live-action murder
mystery game. In that case, feedback from
attendees was positive, which was encouraging.
However, we realize that planning and
implementing ways to gather and incorporate
user feedback is an important next step for our
efforts.
Roberts Library has several events planned for
the spring 2019 semester. We encourage you to
consider trying some of your own.
Betsy Whitley is Librarian at
Dalton State College
Amy Burger is Librarian at
Dalton State College
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Call for Papers!
Academic Library Division of the Georgia Library Association
Georgia Chapter of ACRL
Georgia Libraries 2019 Conference
October 9-11, 2019
Macon, Georgia
The Academic Library Division (ALD) of the Georgia Library Association/Georgia Chapter of ACRL
invites Georgia librarians and library science students to submit research papers pertaining to academic
libraries for presentation at 2019 Georgia Libraries Conference. Criteria for selection include purpose,
content, organization, scholarship, and references. Papers should include research on developments in
academic libraries that present challenging opportunities for libraries and librarianship throughout the
state, region, or nation. Papers should be approximately 2000–6000 words.
The Georgia Library Quarterly (GLQ) may invite selected authors to submit their papers for possible
publication in GLQ.
GLA may award complimentary Georgia Library conference registration and a cash prize for the paper
selected as the top entry. Complimentary conference registration may be awarded to the runner up
entry. The two top papers will be presented at the Georgia Libraries Conference in Macon, Georgia. If no
paper is submitted or papers are not deemed scholarly, then ALD reserves the right to not present an
award for the year.
DISCLAIMER: Papers may have multiple authors but only one author may be awarded complimentary
registration, and the cash prize will be shared amongst all authors of the selected paper.
Notice of Intention:
Submit via email a notice of intent and a brief abstract. Send emails with the subject line “ALD Research
Papers” to kdostergreenleaf@gsu.edu. Your notice of intent should contain your name, address, phone
number, email address, a tentative title, and a brief (200 word) abstract by April 2, 2019.
Optional Pre-submission Peer Review
If you want your paper reviewed by scholarly writing experts prior to the final submission, e-mail it to
kdostergreenleaf@gsu.edu by June 1, 2019.
Paper Submission:
The final paper (approximately 2000–6000 words) must be submitted by July 16, 2019.
Use the APA (American Psychological Association) as the style guide for the submission.
Notification of Results: August 13, 2019
Send Notice of Intention to Submit and Final Paper to:
Karen Doster-Greenleaf
Research Papers Committee Chair
kdostergreenleaf@gsu.edu
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Georgia Library Association
PACE (Professional and Continuing
Education Interest Group)
Adult Programming Palooza
It’s Your Library. All Grown Up. On December 7,
2018, the first Adult Programming Palooza
welcomed over 70
participants hailing
from Savannah to the
Tennessee border.
With the goal of
sharing information
about adult
programming and
learning from one
another, this PACE
(Professional and
Continuing Education
Interest Group) and
the Georgia Library Association (GLA) sponsored
event was created and organized by Angela
Glowcheski of Sequoyah Regional Library
System and Tracy
Walker of Forsyth
County Public Library.
Gathering at the
Sharon Forks branch
of the Forsyth County
Public Library,
attendees began the
day with a round of
program speed
dating. Highlighting
successfully executed
programs from across the state, nine presenters
shared the ins and outs of their programs, as
well as answered questions from attendees
during timed segments. Presenters gave
participants one-sheets detailing their programs
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and how they can be recreated in other
libraries.
The afternoon segment began with an
interactive presentation about adult learning
from Dr. Molly Daniel of the University of North
Georgia’s Center for Teaching, Learning, and
Leadership. It was followed by Angela
Glowcheski discussing the stages of program
preparation,
implementation, and
evaluation. And the
afternoon came to a
close with round
table discussions of
pertinent topics in
adult programming.
Thanks to the
generosity of GLA,
there was no cost to
attend Adult Programming Palooza, and lunch
was provided for all attendees. Oscar
Gittemeier, vice president of membership for
GLA spoke about the benefits of joining the
organization and
provided information
to attendees
throughout the day.
It was an exuberant
program filled with
ideas, learning, and
camaraderie.
Attendance for the
event reached
maximum capacity
shortly after registration opened and due to the
number of people on the waiting list as well as
many requests, the program will be held in
South Georgia in spring of 2019. More
information regarding the South Georgia Spring
Palooza will be available shortly.
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Digital Library of Georgia
The Digital Library of Georgia Receives Two
Awards from the Georgia Historical Records
Advisory Council
On October 16, 2018, the Georgia Historical
Records Advisory Council (GHRAC) presented
two awards to the Digital Library of Georgia
(DLG) during the 16th annual GHRAC Archives
Awards ceremony at the Georgia Archives.
GHRAC awards recognize outstanding efforts in
archives and records work in Georgia.
The first award was the Excellence in Archival
Program Development by a Local Government
Records Repository for the digitization of
Flagpole magazine, 1987–2013, which can be
seen at https://gahistoricnewspapers.
galileo.usg.edu/lccn/sn94029049/. The Flagpole
online collection project, which began in 2014,
was a collaborative venture between Flagpole,
the Athens-Clarke County Library, and the DLG.
For three decades, Flagpole has been a mirror
for the local culture of Athens and its thriving
arts scene.
The second honor was the Award for Excellence
in Archival Program Development by a State
Institution, for the DLG’s subgranting program,
which provides grant assistance for the
digitization of small collections. The DLG’s
subgranting program aims to broaden partner
participation in the DLG by soliciting proposals
for historic digitization projects in a statewide
call to libraries, archives, and cultural heritage
institutions. In 2017 and 2018, project
applicants submitted proposals for projects
with a cost of up to $5,000. The projects were
administered by DLG staff who performed
digitization and descriptive services on textual,
graphic, and audio-visual materials (not
including newspapers). More information about
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the subgranting program is available at
https://sites.google.com/view/dlg-docs/dlgdocumentation/dlg-subgranting-program.
New Digital Collections Available from
Piedmont College Library
The DLG is pleased to announce the launch of
two new collections from our partners at
Piedmont College Library: the May Ivie Valise
Collection and the Johnny Mize Collection. The
collections are available thanks in part to the
DLG's Competitive Digitization grant program, a
funding opportunity intended to broaden DLG
partner participation for statewide historic
digitization projects.
The May Ivie Valise Collection, available at
https://piedmont.contentdm.oclc.org/digital/co
llection/p17007coll1, contains correspondence,
printed programs, military documents, and a
composition book belonging to May Ivie,
alumna of Piedmont College from the 1940s.
The Johnny Mize Collection, available at
https://piedmont.contentdm.oclc.org/digital/co
llection/p17007coll3, includes baseball
memorabilia, gloves, bats, autographed
baseballs, uniforms, and photographs collected
by Johnny Mize, native of Demorest, Georgia,
and major league baseball player who was
inducted into the Baseball Hall of Fame in 1981.
Nicknamed “The Big Cat” and “Big Jawn,” Mize
was a first baseman for the St. Louis Cardinals,
New York Giants, and New York Yankees. He
was a ten-time All-Star whose record included
359 home runs with a batting average of .312
over a career that spanned from 1936 to 1953.
He won four National League home run titles,
five World Series titles, a batting title, and three
RBI crowns. Mize also hit three home runs in
one game—more times than any other National
League player at the time of his retirement.
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For both collections, DLG staff provided training
and support for the creation and enhancement
of descriptive metadata records by establishing
best practices that helped Piedmont College
Library staff prepare metadata records that
meet standards for inclusion in the DLG and the
Digital Public Library of America (DPLA). DLG
staff also provided advice about the creation
and management of digital collections by
assisting with the setup of Piedmont’s digital
asset management system.
Bob Glass, dean of libraries and college librarian
at Piedmont College Library noted: “Piedmont
College Library is so grateful for all the advice,
training, and encouragement we received
through our DLG Subgrant. We needed help
learning about metadata creation and working
with our digital library platform, CONTENTdm.
Nicole Lawrence was a great coach as she
helped us bring our collections online!”
Digitization of Pinebranch, the First Student
Publication of South Georgia State Normal
College and Georgia State Woman's College
(Both Earlier Names for Valdosta State
University).
The DLG also digitized Pinebranch, the first
student publication of South Georgia State
Normal College and Georgia State Woman's
College (both earlier names for Valdosta State
University). Pinebranch was a literary magazine
published from September or October 1917 to
May 1934. In addition to stories and poetry, the
magazine included editorials and news from
campus and alumni. The digitized issues are
available at https://vtext.valdosta.edu/
xmlui/handle/10428/720/discover thanks in
part to the DLG's 2017 Competitive Digitization
grant program.
Pinebranch is important to researchers and
teachers of women’s history, southern history,
and the history of education, in that the
journals reveal details about southern racial,
ethnic, and gender specific attitudes in South
Georgia’s progressive era, women’s suffrage,
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World War I, and the Great Depression. The
publication’s articles provide first-hand, written
accounts that offer a detailed look at daily life
and attitudes at a southern women’s school of
the early 20th century.
Melanie Byrd, professor in the department of
history at Valdosta State University noted: “I
can attest that my students who have worked in
the university archives with Pinebranch find the
material especially engaging because the
articles are products of college students like
themselves. While students may not always
identify with history in terms of national trends,
big events, and abstract ideologies and
worldviews, they do connect with the
experiences of other college students.
Publications like Pinebranch bring the history of
previous eras to life for students in a relatable,
humanized manner. Reading the publication
also illustrates directly and vividly how attitudes
have changed over time.”
Nineteenth Century Ledger and Scrapbook that
Documents the Civil War Period in Savannah
Now Available Online
The DLG also made available a 19th century
ledger and scrapbook from our partners at the
Coastal Heritage Society that features entries
from the Civil War period recorded by
employees of the Central Rail Road and Banking
Company of Georgia at https://dlg.usg.edu/
collection/chso_cgrc. The ledger was digitized
and described as part of the DLG's 2018
Competitive Digitization grant program.
Lydia Moreton, the Curator of Collections for
Coastal Heritage Society noted: “the Carpentry
Shop ledger is a snapshot in time at one of the
busiest industrial railroad complexes in the
South just prior to and during the American Civil
War. It is a highly prized object in the Coastal
Heritage Society collection. This ledger has
detailed information spanning four years at the
Carpentry Shop in the Central’s Savannah
Shops. This includes fabricating weapons for the
war effort and construction of the Passenger
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Shed which is now on the National Register of
Historic Places.”
The ledger and scrapbook span from 1860 to
1864 and the 1870s to the 1890s, respectively.
Sections of the ledger record the tasks of white
employees and laborers as well as work
performed by enslaved African Americans,
providing a snapshot in time at one of the
busiest industrial railroad complexes in the
South just prior to and during the American Civil
War. The scrapbook portions of the book
feature assorted newspaper clippings from the
1870s to the 1890s that include popular poetry,
illustrations, and newspaper articles related to
love, death, murder trials, funerals, and topics
surrounding bereavement.

multiple audiences. It can provide content for
exhibit design, public outreach programming,
history books, and sixth through twelfth grade
curricula. Exhibit designers and public outreach
professionals will delight in the historical script
reflective of important historical themes.
History scholars as well as graduate students
will find it a potent source to mine for their
specific research interests. Railroad buffs will be
fascinated with the information it contains.
Teachers can benefit from a unique primary
document to use in their curricula."
Oral Histories from Chinese-Americans Living
in Augusta Now Available
The DLG has also recently made available the
recordings of the Augusta Chinese-American
Oral History Project at https://dlg.usg.edu/
collection/gaec_caoh. The collection, which
belongs to the Augusta-Richmond County Public
Library System (ARCPLS), contains 26 oral
history interviews of individuals who either
immigrated to Augusta, Georgia, from China,
and/or grew up in Augusta during the early to
mid-twentieth century. It is available thanks in
part to the DLG's 2018 Competitive Digitization
grant program.
The interviews were gathered in 2011 and 2012
by members of the Chinese Consolidated
Benevolent Association of Augusta (CCBA) with
ARCPLS serving as a partner institution. The
original intent of the project was to create an
archive of stories and personal family histories
of a select group of individuals, mostly elders
within the Augusta Chinese-American
community, to preserve for future generations,
particularly for the younger members of the
community. By making the oral histories easily
accessible online, younger generations are
more likely to seek out information regarding
their heritage.

Rita Elliott, education coordinator and research
associate at the Lamar Institute in Rincon,
Georgia, stated: "the many types of history the
ledger contains make it a unique source for
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ARCPLS Genealogy and Local History Librarian
Tina Monaco noted: “because of the variety of
topics discussed by those interviewed, the oral
histories appeal to a broad number of
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researchers, social historians, those tracing
their family histories, and students. Anyone
interested in studying immigration, minority
cultures, economic history, race relations, or
the establishment of Chinese-American
organizations in the South will find the
interviews informative.”
Monaco also stated: “several of the
interviewees discuss family-owned businesses
that opened in predominantly African-American
neighborhoods in Augusta during the Jim Crow
era. Whites in Augusta
refused to provide services
to African-Americans
thereby opening a window
of opportunity which
Augusta’s ChineseAmericans took advantage
of by opening successful
groceries, restaurants, and
laundry establishments, a
few of which were
damaged or destroyed
during the Augusta Race
Riots of 1970. This dynamic
would be a rich area of
study for both social
scientists and historians
concerned with the
interaction of social and
economic factors among
minority and discriminated
populations in the Jim Crow
South. Finally, these stories
offer a fresh voice to the
complex narrative of southern history, one that
speaks to the diversity and multiculturalism of
the South.”
Travis Tom, curator of the Augusta ChineseAmerican Oral History project and board
member of the CCBA noted: "we are hoping
that the oral histories reach a wider audience—
across the nation and perhaps the world—and
educate those interested in how Chinese
Americans settled in Augusta, Georgia (the
Southeast) and started their lives. It is
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important that we recorded these stories to
show how people in our community lived
during our time (early 1900s–2011). We
encourage other groups to do the same."
Six Competitive Digitization Service Grants
Awarded to Georgia Cultural Heritage
Institutions Across the State
Six institutions are recipients of the fourth set
of service grants awarded in a program
intended to broaden partner participation in
the DLG. For 2019, the DLG
solicited proposals for
historic digitization projects
in a statewide call, and
applicants submitted
proposals for projects with
a cost of up to $7,500 (an
increase of $2,500 from
previous years). The
projects will be
administered by DLG staff
who will perform
digitization and descriptive
services on textual (not
including newspapers),
graphic, and audio-visual
materials.
Athens‐Clarke County
Library Heritage Room
(Athens, Georgia) received
a grant to digitize eight
bound ledgers dating from
1902 to 1907, the earliest
section of the City of Athens Police and Mayor’s
Court Records, which reflect the cultural,
political, social, geographic, and economic
diversity of the Athens community as well as
interactions with law enforcement and the
justice system.
Bartow History Center (Cartersville, Georgia)
received a grant to digitize a portion of a
collection of county documents on such topics
as: guardianship (1850–1929), indentures
(1860–1929), lunacy (1866–1929), pauperism
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(1866–1879), land grants and deeds (1866–
1929), and other records. The records were
created by court officials to document legal
proceedings and transactions.
Booker T. Washington High School (Atlanta,
Georgia) received a grant to digitize annuals
dating from 1931 to 1968 that document the
evolution of African-American secondary
education and feature the attendees of the first
public high school for African-Americans in
Georgia. Notable alumni from the school
include Martin Luther King, Jr., Lena Horne,
Nipsey Russell, and Louis Wade Sullivan.
Fulton County Schools Archives (Hapeville,
Georgia) received a grant to digitize the
Superintendent’s Annual Reports from 1929 to
1977 that contain demographic information
pertaining to the growth of the school system
located in and around Atlanta. The oldest
portion of this collection provides evidence of a
largely rural and segregated district during the
Great Depression, while the latter portion is a
culmination of the movement after the 1954
Brown v. Board of Education United States
Supreme Court decision to integrate the
schools—a process that lasted 17 years.
Thomasville History Center (Thomasville,
Georgia) received a grant to digitize the
correspondence and diaries of Hazel Beamer
Cutler, a Broadway entertainer, and her family
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friend Candace Wheeler, founder of the
American decorative arts movement, both of
whom lived in Southwest Georgia.
University of West Georgia Special Collections
(Carrollton, Georgia) received a grant to digitize
publications from the Carroll County
Genealogical Society that reflect the settlers of
Carroll County in West Georgia after the Indian
Springs Treaty of 1824 and inventories of burial
sites for both whites and African-Americans
throughout the county.
Preference in the selection process was given to
proposals from institutions that had not yet
collaborated with the DLG. Bartow History
Center, Booker T. Washington High School,
Fulton County Schools Archives, and
Thomasville History Center were all new
partners for the DLG.
Sheila McAlister, director of the Digital Library
of Georgia noted: "the subgranting program
continues to be a success. We've broadened the
DLG partner base, and the collections selected
by our review team reflect the state's diversity.
The materials document schools in Atlanta and
Fulton County, diaries and correspondence
from Thomasville, genealogy in Carroll County,
and county and court records from Bartow and
Clarke counties. These materials serve a wide
audience of researchers."
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Screven-Jenkins Regional Library
System
The 2018 Hour of Code was the first codingoriented program ever held at the ScrevenJenkins Regional Library System, and it was a
great success!
The Screven-Jenkins
Regional Library System,
which consists of two
libraries in Screven and
Jenkins Counties in
Southeast Georgia, was a
recipient of a mini-grant
of $500 provided by
Google for Education and
the American Library
Association (ALA).
Screven and Jenkins
counties are both very rural and poor, with few
resources available for students or adults
interested in coding and technology. Receiving
this grant made an exciting and enjoyable event
possible as the staff at the library system kicked
off their first foray into coding!
The Hour of Code
programs for the library
system consisted of two
events, one at the Jenkins
County Memorial Library
in Millen, Georgia on
Wednesday, December 5,
2018 and the other at the
Screven County Library in
Sylvania, Georgia on
Friday, December 7, 2018.
While none of the staff
had experience in
teaching coding, using Google’s First Hour of
Code modules made it possible to set up
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laptops in the libraries’ multipurpose rooms,
allowing anyone who was interested in
participating to join in and try their hands at
coding in a simple, non-threatening manner.
To ensure that there would be something to do
if there were more participants than there were
laptops to accommodate
them, the library system
also invested some of the
money from the grant
into six Sphero Mini
robots, which were used
to run mazes during the
program. This wound up
being a wise investment
as, not only were there
more participants than
laptops, but the Minis
were highly popular with
everyone, including the
parents who had brought their children to the
events! It became a truly all-ages event that
was enjoyed by the entire family.
Since this was the first coding-related event at
either library, a great deal of work was put into
making sure the public knew about the event,
and it was made open to
all ages to increase the
likelihood of participants.
The library system
reached out to the
schools and were able to
get information about
the coding events
included in the schools’
afternoon announcements.
In addition, the event
was heavily featured in
the libraries’ weekly
newspaper articles and on their website and
Facebook pages.
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Another way that the library system was able to
bring in participants was by offering
refreshments, as well as door prizes related to
technology, such as cable bites (cute cable
protectors shaped like animals) and earbuds
with cases. In addition, there was a drawing in
which one lucky child per library won their very
own Sphero Mini!
The remaining Sphero Mini robots were
retained by the library system to be used in
future STEAM programs. Plans for use of the
Sphero Minis include manufacturing obstacle
courses for the Minis to maneuver through,
teaching how to code the Minis to perform
tasks and follow routes, and more. The staff
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keep coming up with new ideas for ways to use
them to attract participants and get them
excited about science and technology!
Participants at the events expressed a great
deal of interest in participating in future coding
and robotics events. The library system plans on
continuing to host coding events in the future,
in addition to integrating coding into the
monthly STEAM programs being held at each
library.
The Screven-Jenkins Regional Library System
would like to thank the ALA and Google for
providing the opportunity to have this
wonderful event.
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Andrew Young and the Making of Modern
Atlanta by Andrew Young, Harvey Newman,
and Andrea Young (Mercer University Press,
2016: ISBN 9780881465877, $29.00)
Andrew Young and the Making of Modern
Atlanta, written by activist, politician, and
ambassador Andrew Young, Georgia State
University professor Harvey Newman, and
Young’s daughter Andrea Young, executive
director of the American Civil Liberties Union
(ACLU) of Georgia, is a broad
sweep through the history of
Atlanta in the 20th century.
The book charts Atlanta’s rise
to prominence in the socalled “New South” by
developing and implementing
the “Atlanta way,” a mutually
beneficial arrangement
between whites and blacks
involving the cooperation of
moderate politicians and
business leaders who were
determined to project the
image of—in former Atlanta
mayor William Hartsfield’s
words—“the city too busy to
hate.” Unfortunately, while
the authors have provided a
clear, if superficial, history of
the city of Atlanta, it appears
that Andrew Young and his part in this
endeavor is, oddly, mostly absent from the
narrative.
If readers are hoping to learn more about Young
and his work in Atlanta as an activist and
politician, they will be disappointed. The
authors’ intent seems to be to show how
Young’s experiences in Atlanta were informed
by the coalition between the educated black
middle class and white business leaders. The
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book also serves as a primer on how the black
middle class was created by focusing early
sections on early 20th century black civic
leaders like John Wesley Dobbs, who advocated
the use of the three B’s (the ballot, the book,
and the buck) to help create a thriving black
middle class in Atlanta. Andrew Young, as a
character in the narrative, rarely appears at all,
even in the discussions where one would expect
him to loom large, as in the chapter on the
Olympics. The book does not really function
well as a history of the city
since Reconstruction, either,
because all but the most
mainstream and conciliatory
stakeholders’ voices remain
silenced.
The chapters are broken up
into thematic sections, which
leads to much repetition,
both between chapters and
sometimes within succeeding
paragraphs. Individuals are
introduced into the narrative
and only identified pages
later. The narrative as a
whole only loosely coheres;
there are many instances
where Young’s entire
presence is represented by
what amounts to nothing
more than a catchy sound bite. Having said that,
there are some sections of the book that work
better than others. The authors have done a
good job of delineating the history of minority
business development, particularly under
Young’s and former Mayor Maynard Jackson’s
tenures. This section also contains the most
coherent and concise elucidation of the
“Atlanta way” and how Young was able to
convert his African-American support at the
ballot box into the third of Dobbs’s three B’s,
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the buck. Not coincidentally, this section and
another particularly strong one, on the
hospitality industry in Atlanta, feature more of
Young’s voice than other, less successful parts
of the book.
Taken as a whole, Andrew Young and the
Making of Modern Atlanta is not entirely
successful in what it sets out to do. The two
best sections, on minority business
development and the hospitality industry,
illustrate that there is a better, more expansive
narrative lurking at the edges of this one.
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Andrew Young is an important figure in
Atlanta’s history, as well as America’s, for his
civil rights activism and for his political and
diplomatic successes. While this book has some
significant flaws, it does serve as a competent
superficial introduction to recent Atlanta
history. One wishes wholeheartedly that
Andrew Young himself were more present in
the narrative; when he appears on the page,
the book becomes a better one.
Chandra Jackson is Serials Librarian at
University of Georgia
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Politics in Georgia, 3rd edition by Robert M.
Howard, Arnold Fleischmann, and Richard N.
Engstrom (University of Georgia Press, 2017:
ISBN 9780820352893, $34.95)
Politics in Georgia is a well-organized volume
that explores a history of Georgia politics,
shifting demographics, voting trends in the
state, Georgia’s governance relative to other
states and the federal
government, the detailed
functions of Georgia’s
branches of government, and
the state’s contemporary
political concerns. The third
edition provides an update to
the 2007 second edition,
which previously described
the state of Georgia as
politically purple; now, the
authors of the third edition
describe Georgia as “at least
at the state level, a red state
dominated by Republicans.”
This shift, the authors explain,
is due to conservative
constituents and politicians
such as Governors Sonny
Perdue (2003–2011) and
Nathan Deal (2011–2019)
switching from the
Democratic Party to the Republican Party.
The authors perform exceptionally when tracing
historical antecedents and demonstrating their
continued impact on state politics today. For
example, they explain that business and
economic interests have long moderated
Georgia politics, relative to other southern
states. That economic prosperity, however, has
“a long history of uneven development...which
is typified by rural poverty and tensions
between North and South Georgia.” Related to
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economic inequality, the authors also
necessarily sketch a history of racial segregation
and oppression in the state, noting how political
factions like the Bourbon Democrats relied on
coded language appealing to “the southern way
of life, a phrase that came to stand for states’
rights and racial segregation.” The authors note,
however, that while race certainly remains a
factor in Georgia politics, race-based politics
have become increasingly less
tenable as Georgia has
further integrated itself into a
globalized economy and
experienced growth in
immigration and
urbanization.
The text is at its best when
contextualizing Georgia
politics and explaining the
broad, practical impacts of
Georgia politics on the lived
experience of the people in
the state. For example, the
authors indicate that the
Georgia legislature, the
Georgia General Assembly, “is
notable for its involvement in
local matters and limited
grant of authority to local
governments.” This statelevel control of local matters has manifested in
statewide ballot initiatives affecting only
specific localities and in the General Assembly’s
2015 attempt at legislation preventing local
governments from banning retailers’ use of
plastic bags. The authors’ discussion reveals
that while Georgia prizes state control of
governance over federal control, lawmakers in
Georgia do not extend this same logic to
governance of municipalities within state
borders, preferring instead the larger state-level
governance.
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While the writing style normally reflects the
authors’ ardor for the subject matter, at times
the chapters on the legislature, executive
branch, and legal system feel more obligatory
than impassioned. Although these chapters are
quite informative, they will most appeal to
readers interested in the fine details of
governmental practice.
In the final chapter, the authors pivot from an
informative purpose to one of critique. They
indicate, for example, that poor transportation
in Atlanta is caused by a lack of clear authority
and responsibility between organizations and
agencies, and they describe the “so-called
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water wars between Alabama, Georgia, and
Florida [as] nonproductive and slow efforts by
all three states to control pollution.” Their
critiques are sharp and illuminating.
Recommended for academic libraries, especially
those with Southern history and political
collections, although the work could also be of
interest to the lay reader who would like to
learn more about the history, contemporary
situation, and inner workings of Georgia
politics.
Jonathan Barefield is Assistant Director of
Tutoring Services at University of North Georgia
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Tariff Wars and the Politics of Jacksonian
America by William K. Bolt (Vanderbilt
University Press, 2017: ISBN: 9780826521378,
$34.95)
The tariff battles of the Jacksonian period have
received major attention in historical works
ranging from Irvin Bartlett’s 1993 biography of
John C. Calhoun to Daniel
Walker Howe’s magisterial
2007 What Hath God
Wrought. However, William
K. Bolt’s Tariff Wars and the
Politics of Jacksonian America
offers the most
comprehensive history to
date of the politics of tariffs in
the United States from the
1810s to the 1860s. As Bolt
noted, his work “attempts to
show why the tariff was an
important part of the national
narrative in the antebellum
period.” He explains how
tariffs provided the revenue
to fund infrastructure
projects, veterans’ pensions,
and the removal of Native
Americans westward, but also
inspired fierce discussions about national
character.
As Stephanie McCurry shows in Masters of
Small Worlds, antebellum white Southern
culture revolved around the perceived
superiority of independent, self-sufficient
farming. Therefore, a tariff that increased the
price Southerners had to pay for imported
manufactured goods, and at the same time
encouraged the growth of wage labor and
urban squalor in the United States, was
detestable. Although South Carolina was the
epicenter of anti-tariff agitation, Georgians
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“voiced their displeasure,” too. By placing tariffs
into a variety of different broader contexts and
connecting them to other developments of
national significance, Bolt succeeds in arguing
for their importance.
Bolt is less effective in making the case that
debates over the tariff “helped to spread
democracy throughout
America throughout the
antebellum period.” This
quote could lead the reader
to believe that Bolt might be
adopting an approach similar
to that of T.H. Breen’s The
Marketplace of Revolution,
which shows how linked
grassroots boycotts of British
manufactured goods helped
create networks that allowed
disparate communities to
provide coordinated
resistance against the British
Empire upon the outbreak of
revolution. However, Bolt
concentrates mainly on elite
figures in the US Congress
and in the White House, not
on the views and actions of
more “ordinary” Americans. He gestures from
time to time to the shifts in public opinion that
helped to direct congressional action, but this is
a relatively minor part of the narrative. Perhaps
the biggest reason for this confusion is that Bolt
never defines what, exactly, it means to “spread
democracy.” He seems to suggest that he
means something about increased energy and
ferocity surrounding policy debates in the US
Congress, but given that Sean Wilentz’s Chants
Democratic sees democratic expansion in the
rise of street protests and marches by urban
workers in New York City demanding better
working conditions, some more explanation on
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definitions and concepts would have been
helpful in orienting the reader.
These critiques do not substantively detract
from the impressive detail that Bolt offers.
Given the density with which he documents the
policy debates under consideration, his book
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will be most useful for specialists in economic
history and the Jacksonian period.
W. Michael Camp is Assistant Professor
and Political Papers Archivist at
University of West Georgia.
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