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The President’s Column 
 
As I realized today is my deadline, I thought 

about everything over the last week and how I’m 

feeling. How thankful I am that I’m able to write 

this short message to you, my colleagues. And I 

thought about  the need to be vulnerable; that in 

our vulnerability we can encourage others. I con-

sidered the feelings of being overwhelmed; the 

busyness of life and work; and, as I’ve been pre-

paring for the West Virginia Library Association 

conference, ruminating on the value of our library 

colleagues and the lives we touch. And then I fo-

cused on processing the tragedy of Hurricane He-

lene and its effects on our libraries and communi-

ties. The sheer loss being experienced by our fel-

low Americans. Having experienced Katrina’s af-

termath, this brings back memories. Memories of 

how Louisiana libraries stepped up, how commu-

nities came together, and how libraries hours and 

states away welcomed strangers and invited them 

in to become friends. It is my hope that we again 

come together. That we show our nation how we 

are stronger together.  

 

I’m certain that our Southeastern Libraries 

and you will be shining examples of Southern hos-

pitality and strength. For those affected, you re-

main in our thoughts. I’m sure that I’m not alone 

in saying, “when you’re ready and able, call, email, 

or text me. Let me help. I’m here for you.”  

 

I urge you to exhibit kindness to those around 

you, to consider how to help one another, and to 

evaluate your library and its policies to ensure you 

are creating a welcoming environment to all who 

visit in search of information, a respite from heat, 

a place for children to play, or even a shoulder to 

cry on.  

 

We can do this. Together.  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Crystal Gates 

North Little Rock Public Library 

System 

president@selaonline.org  
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Interested in joining SELA or need to  

renew your membership? 

SELA has special new member and student rates. 

 

 

mailto:president@selaonline.org
mailto:President@selaonline.org
https://selaonline.org/storage/assets/smf.pdf
https://selaonline.org/storage/assets/smf.pdf

	The President’s Column
	Recommended Citation

	tmp.1731010683.pdf.D4VUI

