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Marijuana related drug offenses made up fifty-eight percent of all Controlled Drugs and 

Substances Act offenses in Canada in 2016. On October 17, 2018, Canada legalized marijuana. 

As part of the efforts to legalize marijuana, descriptive statistics of single variables, like the age 

of the arrestees and the number of people arrested per year, were reported by the Toronto Star 

newspaper. The dataset analyzed in this research predates the legalization of marijuana and was 

collected from 1997 to 2002 on 5,226 individuals arrested in Toronto, Canada for simple 

possession of small quantities of marijuana. When an offender was arrested for possession of 

marijuana, they were either released with a summons, which summoned them to appear in court 

later, or they were held without release until their court date. Did the choice to release someone 

on a summons or not depend on the color of their skin? Did the sex, age, employment status, 

current citizenship status of the offender, year of the arrest, or number of previous convictions of 

the offender determine if they were released with a summons? Other questions that my research 

seeks to answer include the following. Did males and females have the same number of previous 

convictions? Did people of color have the same number of previous convictions as whites? Were 

the average ages of arrest the same for males and females? Was the average age of offenders the 

same for the years 1997, 1998, 1999, 2000, 2001, and 2002? These questions will be answered 

with parametric and nonparametric hypothesis testing. Graphical data displays, stratified bar 

charts and correlation plots, will be used to convey the findings. My results present an insight 

into the possible existence of bias in the Canadian criminal justice system enabling the justice 

system to consider if these biases are still present. 
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