Kennesaw State University

DigitalCommons@Kennesaw State University
Bachelor of Architecture Theses - 5th Year

Department of Architecture

Spring 5-9-2022

Transparency in Architecture: Reflecting the Practice of
Democracy in City Halls
Ana Mendoza

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.kennesaw.edu/barch_etd
Part of the Architectural History and Criticism Commons, and the Political History Commons

Recommended Citation
Mendoza, Ana, "Transparency in Architecture: Reflecting the Practice of Democracy in City Halls" (2022).
Bachelor of Architecture Theses - 5th Year. 201.
https://digitalcommons.kennesaw.edu/barch_etd/201

This Thesis is brought to you for free and open access by the Department of Architecture at
DigitalCommons@Kennesaw State University. It has been accepted for inclusion in Bachelor of Architecture
Theses - 5th Year by an authorized administrator of DigitalCommons@Kennesaw State University. For more
information, please contact digitalcommons@kennesaw.edu.

Transparency in Architecture: Reflecting the Practice of Democracy in
City Halls
Clarkston, GA
Thesis Proposal is Presented to the
Faculty of the Department of Architecture
College of Architecture and Construction Management

Marietta Monaghan, PhD
and
Dr. Arash Soleimani, Thesis Coordinator
Kathryn Bedette, Interim Chair of Department
By

Ana Karem Mendoza
In partial fulfillment of the requirements for the Degree
Bachelor of Architecture
Kennesaw State University
Marietta, Georgia
May 2022

Dedication
This thesis is dedicated to:
Mis papas:
Mami y Papi -- gracias por tomar todo el riesgo de venir aquí como
inmigrantes sin nada, pero dándome todo. Literalmente sin ti no
estaría aquí. Los quiero mucho.
Mi familia:
Cuánto los amo a todos. Gracias por siempre darme su apoyo y la
cantidad de sabias palabras mientras que yo pensaba en lo que iba
hacer con mi vida. Estoy bendecida de haber nacido en una gran
familia.
My husband, Colson:
You have been such a patient, very patient, best friend and soulmate
throughout this process. Your love for film and music has always
influenced me in my design process. Thank you for allowing me to
grow and blossom into the person I am today. I love you.
Last but certainly not least, my brother Diego:
Thank you, for everything. You have not only been an amazing
brother but always an angel on my shoulders guiding me in my every
step. You have shown me what hard work is like and throughout all
of your challenges, have shown me the success that awaits on the
other side. Without your guidance, I would have never fallen into
Architecture; discovering a passion I did not know I had within. You
have always been a source of inspiration and this thesis is especially
dedicated to you. Love you!

Table of Contents

01

INTRODUCTION
1.1

Thesis Abstract

1.2 Introduction

03
02
HISTORICAL RESEARCH

PRECEDENTS

2.1 Problem Statement,
Thesis Statement
2.2 Democracy
2.3 City halls/Town halls

3.1 Boston City Hall
Plaza
3.2
3.3

Alpharetta City
Center
Etobicoke Civic
Center

3.4 Kiruna Town Hall
3.5 Chandler City Hall

04

SITE

4.1 Site Characteristics

05
DESIGN PROCESS

4.2 Community
Feedback

5.1 Site Approach
5.2 AIA’S Framework for
Design Excellence

4.3 History

5.3 Reflecting Democracy

4.4 Demographics

5.4 Program Development

4.5 Analysis

5.5 Design Development

06
DESIGN SYNTHESIS
6.1

Orthographics

6.2 Design Synthesized
6.3 Renders

07

REFERENCES
7.1 Reference List
7.2 Image List

01

Introduction

1.1 Thesis Abstract

1.2

The last election cycles of 2016 and 2020 became a tumultuous time for many Americans.
More than ever, Democracy has been tested through recent events and has had many
doubting the integrity of our governmental structures and the strength of our civic buildings.
The events of January 6th unfolded before all of America’s eyes as we witnessed the
breaching of the United States Capitol, which was supposed to be the most secure and
honored building in Washington.
America’s cultural diversity brings different opportunities within distinct contexts. So how
do we reflect our ideals and necessities into the city halls that stand to represent us and our
history through Architecture? Could we merge these two principles of representation and the
practice of our ideals to create a robust and meaningful design?
This thesis begins by establishing what American democracy demands and by consulting
the historical development and contemporary precedents of city halls for possible solutions
to these questions. As designers of public spaces, an examination of the demographics of a
municipality and its context should always guide how we design for the people our approach
serves. To promote the people’s ideas, we must create opportunities for constituents to
express their rights in a space designed for them, giving them a forum to express grievances
and celebrate their cultures.
In this new era of political awareness, this thesis proposes we reform the way city halls
are built to provide transparency and inclusivity for the community. City halls are used not
only for civic functions but also to enhance the quality of life through a set of interdependent
relationships. By creating a more dynamic and diverse city hall, this thesis will demonstrate
one way to give the power back to the people.

Democracy has become the topic of discussion in recent years with the changing political climate across
the world. Giving people the opportunity to exercise basic civil rights has been a difficult task at times
and with certain other demographics a task often not thought about twice. As I have grown older and
have been granted this duty often taken for granted, it has become imperative to be able to exercise
this right. I have become politically aware of how, here, in the United States we can regularly express our
support or our grievances with legislation, organizations, political candidates, and even the president. As
a child of immigrant parents, I thought it was imperative to exercise my right when so many others cannot
despite contributing to the greater good of our country. This topic has guided me into finding a way to tie
my studies in architecture to how we can reflect these constitutional ideals to the communities that best
represent the United States we are today.

Introduction

In the Summer of 2020, with another killing of another unarmed African American man, Americans took
to the streets. They not only took to the literal streets they could find a way to occupy but public parks,
in front of Capitols, on the corners of busy intersections, anywhere they could express how they felt. The
right to assemble is a right not only guaranteed in the Constitution but the reason why so many social
and political movements have created new nations and granted basic human and civil rights to many
minorities. I was one of those participants. I saw what had transpired time and time again and finally
decided to express my grievances to those who stood to protect us but had failed in many situations. I had
participated for a month in several protests that I could partake in on my days off. I would often find myself
on busy intersections, in the square of public parks, in front of the Governor’s Mansion, in front of the
Georgia State Capitol but regularly I would be in the middle of what was the busy Atlanta streets now busy
with the foot traffic of hundreds of protesters. What if there was a place meant for constituents to be able
to express their grievances? Or better yet, to celebrate? A space where people could gather to create a
discussion or to perform cultural activities. These spaces create powerful and meaningful moments that can
bring communities together.
So how do we bring these two ideals together? City Halls have been considered the hallmark and reflection
of how a community functions and stands for. Civic function and civic actions can go hand in hand in a city
hall that allows for assembly within its program. The purpose of this thesis is to explore the possibilities of
reflecting the progressive ideals of democracy and the actions of assembly through the function of a city
hall and the design of urban space.
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Problem Statement
The primary issue is that there is very
few instances for constituents to feel
represented or relate to civic buildings
around them. Giving the community
the opportunity to see themselves
and their culture within their city halls
is important.
Looking at the site conditions is
important, as well as demographic
and city’s population. Understanding
the user will give me insight into how
to approach the project in a way that
constituents will want to participate
in. Creating spaces that allow for
participation will give the community
the space to engage in not only
democratic acts but in community
events.

s

iliary Servic
x
e
Au

Start-Up Support

Business

Offices

athering S
G
pa
ic
v
i

ce

This thesis is proposing that in this
new era of political awareness, we
reform the way city halls are built in
order to provide transparency and
opportunity to the community on
the inner workings of municipalities.
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Sustainable

Eco-Friendly

Democratic projects that include
equal engagement in decisionmaking processes and that
enable every adult to negotiate
to win his or her own individual
and collective aims, and such
views now permeate many of the
progressive social movements.

“

— Temma Kaplan

Cities have the capability
of providing something for
everybody, only because,
and only when, they are
created by everybody.
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Problem Statement

— Jane Jacobs
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2.2

Democracy

Not long after, France followed suit with the
French Revolution led by women. They gained
their independence in 1792 from the monarchy.
Word traveled quickly with the British beginning the
“Chartists” or the “People’s Charter” demanding
rights under the current monarchy and Parliament.
Although unsuccessful, this became the most
important working-class movement. Happening
a century later we also see the most progressive
movement in New Zealand, establishing womens
suffrage. Not only do women begin to establish their
rights, so do laborers and the working class. This
is evident in Latin America with Mexican formers
demanding basic rights and control over their land
and water. “Tierra y Libertad” or “Land and Freedom”
became the slogan for their worker’s movement.
Similar movements are seen echoed with the fall of the
Russian Tsar in 1917 (beginnings of communism are
established) and the Indian independence in 1950s.

Democracy is defined by Merriam-Webster as
: “a government in which the supreme power
is vested in the people and exercised by them
directly or indirectly through a system of
representation usually involving periodically
held free elections; an organization or situation
in which everyone is treated equally and has
equal rights.”
Throughout history, democracies have been
exclusively controlled by groups in power.
It can be seen as early as hunter-gatherers
establishing a system in which every member of
the group participates in order to secure food,
shelter, land, and water for everyone’s mutual
benefit. Although it was not officially established
as democracy, this begins the discussion on how
the basis for democratic societies often operate.
Several centuries later in 1750 B.C.., The Code
of Hammurabi in Babylonia codified law that
established rules for the population to follow.
Although the form of government was not a
democracy, this creates a basis for societies to
come to follow and create a formal governmental
structure. Moving into the 7th century; Athens,
Greece establishes democracy through open
discussions in the agora and voting on the
Pnyx Hill. However, the only participants were
men who were citizens. There was not much
significant development in Democracy until the
American Revolution in 1776. Led by Paul Revere,
he believed in representation for the working
people and created methods of participatory
democracy we see today.
The American
people participated in boycotting (tea party),
assembly and dissemination of information.
This created a shock-wave across Europe
with many looking to the newly established
republic of the United States for reference.

9

Moving back into western society, South Africa and
the United States begin to have civil rights movements
of their own which sparks basic human and civil rights
for people of color; specifically black people. Methods
of participatory democracy seen in the American
Revolution establishes the basis for this civil rights
movements eventually gaining a new democracy for
South Africa with trailblazers like Nelson Mandela
and Martin Luther King in the United States.
A more contemporary definition of western democracy
can be defined as “participatory democracy”. As
stated by Rutgers University professor Temma Kaplan,
“[Participatory democracies are] local movements
and decision-making processes of ordinary people
regardless of full citizenship status...They create
organizations to uphold laws and rules; form social
movements to win the democratic rights they desire;
construct systems to control natural resources
and economy for their mutual benefit”. Grassroots
movements have always been the foundation
to Democracy, present and past. Unfortunately,
throughout time there have always been groups
that have been excluded from the participation of
democracy. These groups often are common across
several societies: women, people of color, and
indigenous people. This thesis proposes addressing
these historical issues and establishing a new
model for contemporary and progressive city halls.
Images 2.2.1 - 2.2.11

10

City Hall

The typical typology of town halls were seen as
the separation of civic and judicial proceedings
were established. By the nineteenth century, the
town hall typology had continued to develop with
courtyards both internal and external at various
scales throughout different architectural styles.
By the dawn of the new century, with the industrial
revolution evolving, workers began to organize
and demand social and political reform. In addition
to workers, women also demanded their suffrage
and colonies advocated for independence from
imperialism.
We can break down the town hall into two typologies.
The first began in the twelfth century, with examples
like Novara (Palazzo dell’Arengo), Brescia (Palazzo
Broletto) and Bergamo (Palazzo Della Ragione),
which continues to develop into the following
centuries. Bergamo became a typical example,
with its unusual build in stone rather than brick. Its
design had an open arcaded ground floor which
functioned as a market. Civic function sat above on
the first floor with guild and town council meetings.
The second floor was used for judicial functions
rather than for public meetings. The design also
followed the arcade facade. These town halls also
began to design balconies on the exterior to allow
the magistrate to address citizens from above. The
second typology started in the thirteenth century
with its prime example being the Bargello in Florence
Italy. Bargello translates from Latin into “fortified
tower”, which perfectly describes its exterior design.
It was designed to house the Podesta rather than
function as a typical town hall. Its form became highly
influential and so did the method in which the Podesta
was selected. The design had few openings, crowned
crenelations, a tall bell tower, all organized around a
central external courtyard. The design reflected its
context and the events at the time. Florence sits in a
valley with very little protection, so it is designed to
protect and prepare for foreign attacks. We can also
see a continued development in the late thirteenth
century with the Palazzo della Signoria. It became
a larger version of the Bargello, with four floors
around a courtyard and a much larger tower that
can be spotted from a far. It began to establish its
importance by sitting next to the principal place of
the city.

City Hall is defined by Merriam-Webster as
: “the chief administrative building of a city.
Commonly City Halls are used for governmental
(municipal) functions but can often function
as centers for civic and cultural activities.
Traditionally, the most important civic buildings
in democratic civilizations have been the city hall
or commonly referred to as town halls in Europe.
They convey a sense of the town’s civic pride
and its municipal identity.
The first town halls have been recorded in the
eleventh century in Germany and Italy. They served
large medieval blocks in the Hanseatic League
and the Lombard League, respectively. Often,
these groups of towns would bound together
and trade. The town hall of Comos Broletto of
1205, consisted of a two story structure with the
first floor doubling as the council chamber, and
law court. Below you have a colonnaded market
which serves as a communal trading space for
local merchants. This established a hierarchical
relationship between important figures that
were raised above the level of everyday life and
the local community. Comos Broletto had set a
precedent for the town halls to come.
As the fourteenth century approached, markets
had been removed from the ground level and
more civic functions such as administrative
offices and civic halls were added. It is also
apparent that the first towers began to appear,
an example being Siena’s Torre del Mangia in
1325. These town halls were usually accompanied
by large front piazza spaces, and also adding
more civic accommodations; council chamber,
banquet rooms and mayor’s office.
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Images 2.3.1 - 2.3.11
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03

Precedent Criteria
Amenities

Visual Transparency

Civic Space

History and
Culture

Sustainability

“A ONE-STOP-SHOP
EXPERIENCE”

“VISUAL
TRANSPARENCY
BOTH FIGURATIVELY
AND LITERALLY”

“CREATE THE THIRD
PLACE”

“USE HISTORY AND
CULTURE TO ENRICH
EXPERIENCE”

“SUSTAINABILITY
CAN COME IN
VARIOUS FORMS”

Precedent Selection Criteria

The precedents selected for study were based on four criteria that often times overlap within
a project. The categories are; the variety of amenities, visual transparency, the availability of a
civic space, and a history and cultural component. These four categories highlight the necessities
of creating a thriving community center and an active city hall. Although some projects are not
necessarily city halls, they reflect spaces that support the use of civic functions. Projects that are
deemed successful often times have overlapping categories and demonstrate and reflect the
communities needs through program and design.
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Projects that provide various
amenities or auxiliary
spaces to provide additional
support to the community.
In order to be neighborhood
friendly, these projects
should give the community
the opportunity to have a
“one-stop shop” experience.
Amenities should be given
importance and can be
a crucial component in
garnering community support
for the project.
In addition to providing
additional service, these
spaces also breathe new life
into a community center;
allowing it to thrive after
regular business hours.

Civic projects are desperate
for prominent cues signaling
the community to come
inside! These are public
buildings are should offer
obvious signs that they are
open for business OR just to
hang in and around.
These signals can come in the
form of figurative symbols
allowing the community to see
the need of the municipality
wanting the involvement of
its constituents; or literally,
giving the community the
ability to visually see the
active workings of municipal
government.

For the new generation, being
able to assemble civically is
important to having an open
and receptive democracy.
Therefore, providing a civic
space where members of
the community and also
those visiting have a space
to express grievances and
celebrate cultures.
Not only are these spaces
crucial to the expression of
the community but also has
the opportunity to support
the local economy. These
spaces can be rented out for
events which in turn generate
revenue for the city.

Use the city’s history and
cultural diversity as a means
to make a design statement.
It creates an opportunity to
create an enriching design and
draws visitors into the space.

With the growing concern
for actions to combat climate
change, more projects
are incorporating various
measures of sustainable
design.

There is an opportunity to use
the facade as expression for
the cities history and its rich
cultural diversity. Showcasing
the differences can turn into
teachable moments and allows
for the city to take pride in
their community!

The design can have a variety
of degrees to complexity. The
base design can be providing
passive solar strategies to
offset the need for active
cooling/heating to photovoltaic and water capturing
systems to lower their carbon
emissions.
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Boston City Hall Plaza
Sustainability

Congress Street Civic Pavilion
1

Image 3.1.2

Location: Boston, Massachusetts
Client: City of Boston, Mayor Michelle Wu
Firm: Sasaki Associates
Year: 2017
Typology: Civic
Status: In Construction

Planters survive as a
double feature for plant
life and a water collection
system

Image 3.1.6

1

Image 3.1.7

8

Image 3.1.8

11

8
11

Main Plaza

Image 3.1.1

The City of Boston, Mayor Michelle Wu and in partnership with Sasaki Associates are
launching into a renovation of the historic Boston City Hall Plaza. The Plaza consists of
seven-acres and is the largest civic space within the city. Over the course of its fifty years,
it has hosted a variety of events from sports celebrations and political rallies to cultural
festivals.

The main plaza sits in front of the
prominent west facade. This space
will be activated year round through
seasonal festivities and community
activities. The renovation upgrades
the plaza’s infrastructure and
durability, accessibility.

Image 3.1.5

Civic Space

Overview

Image 3.1.3

Bike path lanes around
the plaza and city to allow
for alternative form of
transportation

Since the 1960s, many changes have occurred to the plaza’s urban context, including public
safety standards, security, and municipal operations. As it stands, the Plaza falls short of
21st century infrastructure to provide support for civic life. Its enormous open space and
terraced elevation does not support a welcoming or accessible environment for everyday
activity.

Civic Space can be defined in this instance as a place where
Bostonians and visitors can assemble for a common cause
or use the space simultaneously for various activities.
Today, the main entrance of City Hall is inaccessible through
stairs and ramp-stairs. The renovation to the courtyard and
plaza will open up these areas by providing universal access
pathways and comfortable spaces to relax and sit.
The Plaza holds a variety of civic spaces that serve multiple
functions to accommodate for different patrons and their
selected activity.

In October 2017, the city of Boston released several plans and studies to provide guidance
for future renovation. Studies included the Boston City Hall and Plaza Master Planning Study:
Rethink City Hall led by Utile and Reed Hilderbrand. The results were a comprehensive 30year master plan addressing the need for repairs and transformation of the City Hall and
Plaza space; creating an innovative, healthy and efficient civic facility to better serve the
current and future Bostonians.
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The Pavilion is tucked in the grade in
between Congress
Street and the
U.S. GSA. This new civic pavilion will
activate Congress Street, providing
restrooms and mechanical support
for the Plaza. It will have ample
room for community programming
both inside and outside through
terraced steps and an accessible roof.

Image 3.1.4

Tree canopies to provide
shading for comfort
and reduction of heat
reflectance on ground

Speakers Corner
Labeled the “speaker’s corner”
utilizes the existing ramp to provide
a platform for city official addresses
and other important civic events right
at the front steps of the City Hall. Its
versatility provides not just a platform
for expression but also seating for
patrons to have a front row seat to the
Plaza’s activities.
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Boston City Hall Plaza
Sasaki’s Creative Take

Congress Street Civic Pavilion
1
4

This civic space allows the community
to gather in front of the north entrance
of Boston City Hall. The amenities
supporting this space include ample
shaded seating areas along the
terraced steps and the accessible
ground level. You can see a change in
ground material texture to symbolize
different areas of the north entrance.

Connection to Nature

1

10

Image 3.1.10

Food Trucks

Material Variety

Image 3.1.13

Community Feedback through
#PlazaPlus

Image 3.1.16

Adventure Play Scape

Image 3.1.9

Amenities

This amenity provides a child-friendly
environment within the greater context
of the City Hall Plaza. Allocating a
variety of spaces to suit the needs of
various end-users is crucial to inviting
the entirety of the community to
participate.

The Boston City Hall Plaza renovation plans to accommodate
a variety of patrons and activities all within the seven-acre
space.
Scale:
In order to accommodate these activities, having a range of
sizes for group meetings can be found along the plaza space.
These spaces are a larger event space to accommodate for
a larger gathering held by the city. There are multiple smaller
pods dedicated for spontaneous meet-ups or clubs to utilize.
Age Variety:
In addition to providing a scale difference, the City is also
allocating space for a children’s play place. The Play Scape
permits families to have a central space to meet a variety of
needs. There is also a art installation located in marker 7 to
allow people of all ages to enjoy a fun activity within the plaza.
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Pop-Ups

4

Image 3.1.11

Art Showcase

Image 3.1.17
Image 3.1.14

Cambridge Terraces
This view to the west facade
provides a striking entrance to
the plaza space. Providing plenty
of tree canopies to shade the
area allows better comfort levels
for community members and
visitors alike. There is seating
available along the landscaped
edges accommodating walk paths.

Bike Paths

10

Image 3.1.15
Image 3.1.12

Retail

City Tours

Image 3.1.18
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Alpharetta City Center
Civic Space

City Hall

There are a handful of civic spaces located within Alpharetta’s city
center. However, there are two that are shown below that lack
access to the main portion of the center, kept away from all the
activity. Its vital to provide a space for civic gathering while also
promoting it within the public space accessible and viewable to all.

The City Hall sits at the end of a sight
line within the city center; giving it
importance and relevance. Having
the City Hall within the all of the city’s
amenities gives the community the
ability to access all their needs within
one location minimizing inconvenience.

1
8
2

3

7

4

6
5
Image 3.2.4
Image 3.2.3

Amenities

Image 3.2.1

Alpharetta’s plan to densifying and commodifying the
downtown core is seen with a variety of spaces to support
the city life. Different configurations are available for patrons
to shop, eat, and play all within the a walking distance. Sight
lines are vital to giving the user the ability to explore all that
is offered by the city center.

Location: Alpharetta, Georgia
Client: City of Alpharetta, Mayor David Belle Isle
Firm: Smallwood, Reynolds, Stewart, Stewart & Associates
Year: 2012
Typology: Mixed-Use, Landscape
Status: Complete

Overview
Due to the rapidly expanding suburban community of north Atlanta, the City of Alpharetta is
proposing the development of a new Civic and Commercial core. This Master Plan has a vision
of a vibrant and pedestrian friendly district that combines public buildings, and parks within a
network of commercial and residential development. Ultimately creating a dense urban center
for Alpharetta’s center.
Leading the project in Master Planning, Architectural Design and Landscape Architectural
Design, Smallwood is redeveloping the downtown core with plans for a new City Hall, Fulton
County Library, 5-acre City Park, a Town Green and commercial development sites.
The team is working with City officials to develop the guideline and requirements to follow in
preparing design solutions for future development for the city center.
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Image 3.2.2

4

Flexible Restaurant Space

5

Green Space

6

Flexible Restaurant Space

7

Mixed-Use: Retail and Housing

8

Mixed-Use: Retail and Housing

1

Mixed-Use Experience
Alpharetta ‘s City Center
provides a great third place
experience with a variety of
amenity spaces for retail.
Catering to the existing
community demographic
helps promote the use of the
downtown stores and ground
level experience.
Image 3.2.5

2

Image 3.2.6

3

Restaurants and Play-scape
Providing spaces that are versatile for
activities add energy to the scene of an
already lively restaurant scene. These
spaces provide the business to hold a
variety of events to promote community
and
the company simultaneously.
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Etobicoke Civic Center
Sustainability

Visual Transparency

For Etobicoke Civic Center, Henning Larsen is striving to achieve a net
zero target while implementating progressive wellness standards for
future workplace.

Visual transparency becomes an important
aspect of design to communicate with the
community about a welcoming space. Not only
is it important to communicate this externally but
also internally to further push the envelope of
bringing constituents in on the inner workings of
the municipality.

Below is a shading strategy used by Henning Larsen to supply natural
daylighting conditions to the interior while also offsetting the heat gain
from the sunlight.

Location: Toronto , Ontario , Canada
Client: Build Toronto
Firm: Henning Larsen , Adamson Associates Architects
Year: 2017
Typology: Civic
Status: Concept Proposal

When walking from the outside, you can visually
see what activities are going on the interior. This
eases the end-user to be able to enter in the City
Hall space without the feeling of rejection or not
belonging. It is communicated through the use of
glazing and minimal mullions to provide optimal
transparency. On the interior there is another
large floor-to-ceiling glazed space that provides
the community and visitors the ability to view the
activity on the inside.

Image 3.3.1

Image 3.3.4

Image 3.3.2

Overview
“Canada’s largest city wished to bring city and citizens closer together in an official, yet
intimate setting. Etobicoke Civic Center thus breaks with the traditional idea of one city hall
building and one city hall square. Instead, we have created a varied tapestry of squares,
courtyards, and buildings in different scales, fostering community and interaction among
the citizens of Toronto and municipal employees alike. The design embraces the needs of
everyone. In addition to a citizen services center, the building comprises a daycare center and a
library, and all functions are designed to be easily accessible for everyone. We have conducted
in-depth studies of the local micro-climate in order to optimize the comfort of the various
outdoor spaces. The Canadian climate is complex and rough at times. By means of thorough
micro-climatic examinations, we have managed to extend the outdoor season by five weeks.”
Henning Larsen

Image 3.3.3
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This civic chamber sits adjacent to the atrium
space of the main city hall building. This is a good
design decision to provide an easy access to the
community on city meetings. Again it is floor-toceiling glazing with minimal mullions to provide
optimal transparency and little obstruction to view.

Image 3.3.5
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Etobicoke Civic Center

2
3
1

4

Image 3.3.7

1

Community Aquatic Center

Aligning with its vision of providing a multi-programmatic space within its plot,
Etobicoke provides a hub of all ages. This aquatic center sits within a minicomplex of programs to provide support to the diverse and growing community.

Image 3.3.10
Image 3.3.6

3

Image 3.3.9

Amenities

Civic Space

The Etobicoke Civic Center provides the community a variety of amenity
spaces both internally and externally. This complex of the Civic Center
dedicates several buildings to programs suited to the needs of the
community and its demographics.

The interior and exterior public spaces are design to provide and cater to
a variety of community activities; with range and size. The proposed office
floor plate offers the optimal flexible space to support the City’s office
modernization program.
Henning Larsen designed Etobicoke based on the context and diversity of
the context it sits in. The moniker “a place of many homes” describes the
theme to the new civic center; to provide a welcoming and dynamic design.

Image 3.3.8

2

Rooftop Terrace

25

Providing an economic opportunity for the city, this civic center also provides
access to its rooftop terraces that have stunning views to the city. These terraces’
climate also is mitigated through its sustainable initiatives.

Image 3.3.11

4
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Kiruna Town Hall
History and
Culture

Location: Kiruna, Sweden
Client: Kiruna Kommune and LKAB
Firm: Henning Larsen
Year: 2018
Typology: Civic
Status: Built

Civic Space
Council Assembly

Image 3.4.2

Kiruna was established
due to the iron ore mine
that developed the city.

Kiruna’s council chamber provides
a welcoming space for members
of council and the community to
contribute to the discussion. The
warmth of the wood sets the tone
for fruitful dialogue. The arrangement
of the council seats also conveys the
notion of equality among all members.
1

Image 3.4.6

1

Image 3.4.4

ground level
Image 3.4.1

Overview
The Swedish city of Kiruna faced the threat of having to move its city center due to the
history of extensive iron mining. This same mine developed the city that now stands as
Kiruna, however due to the unstable ground foundation they have had to relocate the city
east 3 kilometers. Nicknamed “The Crystal”, Kiruna’s new city hall and community center
is the first new building. It communicates a strong communal space and symbolizes a new
beginning. The new city hall consists of two volumes; the interior building symbolizes a
golden heart reminiscent of the deposits of iron ore. The exterior building surrounds the
“heart” and optimizes the intake of daylight by 17% due to its shape. The center provides
its citizen services in addition to offices, meeting spaces, a council chamber, and exhibition
facility. The building draws inspiration from the city’s culture and history through the
crystalline roof structure, while also implementing design features from Kiruna’s former city
hall. The new city hall makes reference to the historical hall by incorporating its bell tower as
well as selected materials and building components.
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Stage
The Kiruna Town Hall provides an
opportunity for the atrium and
“living room” space to double as an
opportunity. The steps up to gain
access to the other floor also sets
the stage for people to stop by and
use it as a method of expression.

5

Image 3.4.3

The gold plated material
is reminiscent of the iron
ore mines that established
Kiruna. This gold deposit
is also present in the bell
tower that is made of iron
and the “heart” or the
inner building of Kiruna
Town Hall. The forms also
refer to the shape of the
deposits.

Image 3.4.7

Image 3.4.5

fifth level

5
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Kiruna Town Hall
Amenities

“Living Room”
Kiruna calls the main entry level
atrium space the “Living Room”,
giving the community a space to
relax and feel at home in. This space
provides an array of smaller relaxation
spots for a variety of group sizes to
congregate and enjoy daily activities.

4

4

Image 3.4.9

Meeting Room
Image 3.4.8

Kiruna has several meeting spaces for council members and the community to utilize for their
necessities. These spaces are not terraced and provide the same level seating in order to
facilitate an easier conversation and discussion amongst the community.

Image 3.4.13

ground level

Visual Transparency
Kiruna creates the concept of transparency in
various spaces throughout the Town Hall. The
primary form in which they interpret it through is
the use of glazing on at least one wall; giving the
opportunity for passer-byers or the community to
look inside. This transparency is not only present
within council chambers, but also meetings rooms
and other amenity spaces.

Canteen
The Canteen sits on the fifth level
of Kiruna’s Town Hall. This space
allows for council members and the
community to gather and utilize the
space for an assortment of activities.
It also provides a stunning view
to the city just outside town hall.

4

4

Image 3.4.10

Smaller Meeting Space
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ground level

Image 3.4.11

In addition to the more formal setting of meeting rooms, the Town Hall also offers more informal
settings such as the one above. These meeting spaces allow spontaneous meetings and allow
members of the community to hang around and enjoy the many amenities of Kiruna Town Hall.

Image 3.4.14

Image 3.4.12

fifth level

fifth level
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Chandler City Hall
History and
Culture

Location: Chandler, Arizona
Client: City of Chandler
Firm: SmithGroupJJR
Year: 2010
Typology: Civic
Status: Built

Located within the
suburban context
community in the Phoenix
area, Chandler’s new city
hall is placed at the core
of its historic downtown
Image 3.5.2

Image 3.5.5

Image 3.5.1

Overview
“Chandler City Hall is a low- to mid-rise government complex developed on two city blocks
and located with Arizona Avenue along its eastern edge and Washington Street as its
western edge in downtown Chandler. The center of the development is bisected by Chicago
Street. The north block is devoted to a 5-story office tower at the north end and one-story
buildings along Arizona Ave and Washington Street. The tower houses City departments
while the 1-story buildings contain an art gallery, council chambers and a television studio.
The south block is devoted to one-story buildings and a 2-level parking structure. The
buildings contain a neighborhood redevelopment office and a print center.

Image 3.5.3

There were two underlying goals for the project. The first was to provide an identity for the
community. City departments were leasing space in various buildings, and the goal was to
bring all of these entities together into one facility, therefore providing a community center
that could generate pride for its citizens. The second was to revitalize the historic downtown
by building in an area that was devoid of activity and in disrepair and to promote future
community-based development in an around the city center.”
- American Institute of Architects, Top Ten 2016
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Image 3.5.4

Its strategic placement is
to encourage density and
pedestrian use through
designed pathways and
appropriately scaled
urban spaces. Its designed
to provide formal and
informal spaces for
flexible community usage.

The courtyard is designed
for place-making and
creating identity. This
complex is not only
a reflection of this
community but also truly
serves its needs.

Image 3.5.6

Image 3.5.7

Sustainability
Chandler City Hall responds through the
design the challenges of a harsh desert
climate while simultaneously providing
outdoor spaces and green spaces. This
project looks at creating shaded walkways,
climate-appropriate landscaping and
channeling prevailing winds and evaporative
cooling from a central water feature.
The western facade of the office tower has
an artistic shading system for a reduction of
energy consumption. The shading facade is
also faceted on a hinged structure to allow
for movement from the prevailing winds.
This element not only becomes integral for
sustainability but also an artistic element for
the community.

Image 3.5.6
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04

Site Characteristics

The site that I have chosen and that ultimately fits the
concept of this thesis is Clarkston, Georgia. Often called
“The most diverse square mile in America”, Clarkston is
located in DeKalb county, in the metro Atlanta area. With
an area of 1.849 square miles, a small town, its the most
densely populated city with 12,000 residents square mile.
With convenient access to MARTA and highways, Clarkston
is an ideal suburban city with quick access to Atlanta. In
the 1990s, Clarkston was chosen as an ideal city to resettle
displaced persons through refugee resettlement efforts.
This has continued to grow Clarkston as a diverse city with
a multi-cultural landscape.

1.849
square
miles

Image 4.1.1
Image taken by author

United States

35

Georgia

DeKalb County

Clarkston

Adaptive Re-Use
Mustang Shop
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Community Feedback
Feedback from Community

Existing Land Use

Directly from the Clarkston 2040 document:
“The Clarkston 2040 Comprehensive
Plan Update study area limits are the City
limits which includes the recently annexed
parcels to the northeast and southeast.
The City is bound to the north by State
Highway 78, crosses 285 to the east and to
the west Brockett Road forms the new city
boundaries; the boundary is shown on the
map on page 7. The area consists primarily
comprised of the historic downtown and
the East Ponce de Leon and Church Street
corridor and surrounding land. Clarkston
2040 expands on the efforts of the 2015 LCI
Study, with a greater focus on revitalizing
the core of Downtown.

Image 4.2.1

My talk with former Mayor and current DeKalb
County Commissioner, Ted Terry helped direct
the thesis project into the direction the city
needed. I reached out to Mr. Terry in hopes
to gain insight into the true character of the
community and the inner workings in the
municipality.
My initial conversation was to establish the
basic demographic and historical information
of Clarkston. We discussed what the City was
looking for and how much growth is anticipated
for the years to come. In this conversation it
became apparent that the City is in need of
a City Hall that establishes resources for its
citizens and allows the community to gather as
well.
My second conversation with Mr. Terry was
to continue the conversation of the needs
of the community while also proposing the
mixed-use concept that had developed from
our discussions and feedback from my thesis
advisor. It was mentioned that the city is in
need of providing business resources to the
community and that it could benefit from
having places for entrepreneurs to establish
and grow their business.

Image 4.2.3

Future Land Use
Image 4.2.2

During the public outreach process, the
TSW Team:
•Met with the City to craft the Public
Engagement Plan and Project Schedule

What Clarkston
Had To Say...

•Hosted the Public Kick-off Meeting in
February 2016
•Held Steering Committee meetings
throughout the process

List of Proposed Projects

•Provided a website with project information
•Hosted Planning Forum #1 to foster ideas
about land use, parks, transportation and
policy in March 2016
•Created the initial policy options and
displayed them for feedback in April 2016
•Finalized the plan update in May 2016”

37

Image 4.2.4
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History

Demographics
Population

Sex

Ages

Races

Black 59.5%

The City of Clarkston, Georgia, has remained
a small city. With an expanding metro Atlanta
area, and expanding interstate highways; it has
remained a small town of under two square miles.
As population continues to grow since its small
beginnings as a railroad connection in the 1800s,
Clarkston has managed to keep its small town feel.
Despite being small, it has become home to more
than 50% of its population being foreign born.
Clarkston became officially incorporated in the
year 1882. With its connection by railway from
Atlanta to South Carolina, it eventually became
accessible by car and interstate through Atlanta
in the 1910s. These transportation changes would
eventually be followed by population changes
through the Carter presidency in the 1970s.
The after effects of World War II set up the
international and national systems that are
set in place today and ultimately created
the refugee resettlement hub we see in
Clarkston. Towards the end of the Vietnam
War in the 70s, Vietnamese seeking refuge
in the United State increased, some being
relocated to Georgia, specifically Clarkston.

Often times those seeking refuge were based
on what was happening in the world. Years
later, Bosnians were escaping conflict, the
Congolese, the Burmese, etc. Since 1980, over
60,000 refugees have relocated to the city and
its surrounding area. One of the many reasons
why Clarkston became a hub for refugees is
its convenience and its being one of the first
suburbs in Georgia. Its relatively low cost of living,
availability of housing allowed residents to escape
the urban life into suburb life. It became an ideal
location to establish a new life in a new country.
Clarkston has attracted national and international
attention for its every changing demographics
and politics. One of the city’s oldest institutions—
city government—has also changed and
adapted. In 2014, the City of Clarkston joined
Welcoming
America’s
Welcoming
Cities
and Counties Initiative and also adopted a
Compassionate
City
resolution,
affirming
the city’s commitment to being a welcoming
community for people of all backgrounds.

19-64: 4.2%

51.6%

12,594

Under 18: 32.4%

48.4%

19-64: 63.4%

Asian 24.6%

Hispanic/Latinx,
4.4%

2+ Races, 2.1%

White 12.4%

American Indian 1.1%

White alone, not
Hispanic 8.4%

Native Hawaiian,
Pacific Islander .1%

Georgia

Population Characteristics

210
Image 4.3.1

Clarkston in the 1940s

Veterans

53.1%

Income

$41,070
Median household income

Foreign born persons

Language Diversity

58.9%

Economy

71.5%

Housing

Households

$1,024
Median value of
owner-occupied
housing units
$122,900

3,727

Median gross rent

Education

High School
Graduate 69.5%
Bachelor’s degree
or higher 24.1%

Transportation

35.6
minutes
Mean travel time
to work, (16 yrs +)

Image 4.3.2
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Clarkston in the 1940s

Language other than
English spoken at home,
(5 yrs +)

In civilian labor force, (16 yrs +)
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Site Analysis

Land Use

Resources in the Area
NC-1-Neighborhood
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Education
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Site Analysis

Sun Path and Wind Analysis

Alternative Transportation
12pm

3pm
6pm

9am

Trail
Bike Friendly Road

Spring Equinox (March 21)

9am Azi / Alt:
12pm Azi / Alt:
3pm Azi / Alt:
6pm Azi / Alt:

9am

12pm

100.03 / 14.91
138.86 / 48.42
-148.08 / 51.78
-106.64/ 23.39

3pm

6pm

d

R
l
a
e
r
t
n
o
M

Summer Solstice (June 21)
9am Azi / Alt: 80.12 / 29.33
12pm Azi / Alt: -82.00 / 32.52
3pm Azi / Alt: -82.00/ 32.52
6pm Azi / Alt: -82.00/ 32.52

6pm

9am

12pm

Montreal Rd N I

nd

3pm
6pm

9am

ian

Cr

eek

Dr

Market St

Fall Equinox (September 21)
9am Azi / Alt: 102.60/ 19.19
12pm Azi / Alt: 145.03/ 51.38
3pm Azi / Alt: -142.53/ 50.49
6pm Azi / Alt: -102.25/ 18.74
12pm
9am

3pm
Image 4.4.1 Clarkston Source: Google Earth
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12pm

3pm
6pm

Winter Solstice (December 21)
9am Azi / Alt: 121.26/ 3.48
12pm Azi / Alt: 155.47/ 28.42
3pm Azi / Alt: -157.34/ 29.05
6pm Azi / Alt: -122.39/ 4.78

W Hill St
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Site Analysis

Built Form Figure-Ground

Street Block Network Figure-Ground

Topography Map with Water Run Off

Street Order
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Image 4.5.1
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Primary Street Network: Allows for the “arterial” roads (Railroad &
Peachtree Rd) to gain access into the secondary roads. Mainly North
to South, or East to West orientation.
Secondary Street: Can also be described as “collector” roads. This
road is present day Collier Road.
Tertiary Street: Can also be described as “distributor” roads and
typically lead to neighborhoods.
Quaternary Street: Often are dead end streets leading into culdesacs
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05DESIGN PROCESS

Site Approach

Flexible Amenities

Civic

Auxiliary
Services

Cultural
Recognition

Sustainability

“ELLIS ISLAND OF
THE SOUTH”

“INITIATIVES
THROUGH DESIGN”

Site Approach Process

The newly proposed Clarkston City Hall is surrounded by ample opportunities
for residents to mix business with play. There are areas dedicated for various
activities and demographics. These spaces also offer flexibility not only for the
City to plan community events but also the residents to use the Downtown core
as a third place where visitors and residents alike can meet and stay. Offering
different zones encourages different methods of activation and allow the enduser full control of their experience.
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“A FLEXIBLE THIRD
PLACE”
Clarkston is known for its rich
and diverse culture with a
variety of ages. To cater to
the different demographics,
having versatile spaces to
allow for various activities
are vital to keeping the plaza
space active. These spaces will
activate downtown Clarkston
at all hours of the day and will
create a hub within the city.
This project will house both
internal and external amenities
to serve the city of Clarkston.

“OPPORTUNITY FOR
PARTICIPATION”
Clarkston’s new City Hall will
be equipped with all of the
civic functions of a regular
city hall but will be designed
for transparency. Giving the
community access whether
physically or through visibility
creates an opportunity.
This opportunity grants the
constituents to participate in
their civic duties and reform
the way government serves it
municipality.

“SUPPORT FOR THE
COMMUNITY”
Promoting a mixed-use City Hall
requires providing a diverse
program within one building.
In addition to civic functions,
Clarkston’s new City Hall will
add support services that are
much needed to streamline
help
for
the
community.
The services will include:
Business Resources, Career
Hub Center, Food Bank, and
Community gathering spaces.

The City of Clarkston is known
as the “Ellis Island of the South”
for its inclusive and diversity
of cultures. It has established
itself as a center for refuge for
many immigrants struggling
to survive the turmoils of their
countries. Being that Clarkston
is known as a safe haven and
a melting pot; translating
these cultures is important to
creating a welcoming City Hall.

This project will be using the AIA
Framework for Design in order
to have a comprehensive look at
the site and its needs in regards
to sustainable action. Being
able to incorporate sustainable
initiatives throughout the design
process not only will provide a
better environment but also
cheaper costs to the City.
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AIA’S Framework for Design Excellence

Design for Integration

Design for Equitable Communities

Design for Energy

Design for Well-Being

Design for Resources

Inspiring sustainable, resilient, and inclusive
design.
In today’s world, we are facing complex
issues that challenge every day aspects of
our lives. As architects, our call to protect the
health, safety and welfare of the public has a
new context when it comes to the increasing
alarms of climate change and social inequities.
As designers of our surroundings, we must
recognize that our profession has the ability to
address the issues and contribute to solutions
of our time. Projects have the power of
platform for addressing problems and creative
solutions.
The Framework signifies the key principles
of great design. 10 principles, progressing
toward a zero-carbon, equitable, resilient, and
healthy built environment. These principles
are to be carefully considered by designers
and clients at the beginning of every project
and incorporated into the work as needed to
the project scope. The Framework is designed
to be accessible and compatible for every
architect, every client, and every project,
regardless of size, typology, or aspiration.
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Project should connect with its place,
climate, culture and people. It should
be multi-sensory, focusing on beauty
and delight. It should integrate
itself with all nine other principles.

Design for Water

Project should have indoor water
efficiency and reduce the outdoor water
usage. It should also process water on
side and capture/reuse grey water and
black water. Strive for net zero water!

Project should extend beyond
in
social justice, equity, diversity, and
inclusion. It should engage with
its community and encourage
gathering and community resilience.

Design for Ecosystems

Evaluate the site’s geographic conditions
and identify/protect the habitats and its
ecosystems. Be able to understand how
human interaction impacts its local systems.

Images from 5.2, Source: AIA, Framework for Design Excellence v3

Project should incorporate passive design
strategies with energy benchmarking and
goal setting. Should strive for net zero
energy and net zero carbon building!

Design for Economy

Adaptive reuse is highly recommended
and maximizing the available square
footage. Project should minimize the
variety of materials. Design adds value
for stakeholders, community and planet.

Images from 5.2, Source: AIA, Framework for Design Excellence v3

Design supports the health and wellbeing of all people. Design for physical,
mental and emotion health of occupants
and community. Consider: natural lighting,
thermal comfort, air quality and acoustics.

Project should be informed about
material selection and achieving a
durable, safe and healthy spaces with
minimizing its impacts on the planet.
Consider: material sourcing, embodied
carbon, healthy materials, construction,
deconstruction, and demolition waste
zero waste operations.

Design for Change

Design for Discovery

Project should be adaptable and resilient.
Seeking to enhance functionality and value
over time. Consider: risk and vulnerability
assessment, passive survivability and livability.

Project should create opportunity from
previous projects and apply lessons learned
to refine design and construction process.
Consider: knowledge sharing, occupant
engagement, post-occupancy evaluations.
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Reflecting Democracy

Speaker’s Podium

Assembly for
Demonstrations

Civic Participation

Dissemination
of Information

“OPPORTUNITY TO
ENGAGE”

“CENTRAL LOCATION
FOR KNOWLEDGE”

Accessibility

Reflecting Democracy
“A PLACE FOR YOUR
VOICE”

Based on my previous research, City Halls currently lack the opportunity to reflect
democratic ideals into their design and spaces around it. This Thesis is addressing the lack
of this representation within their context and the lack of necessary resources for their
community. I am bringing back the lessons learned from revolutions and from precedents
that have began moving towards a more diverse and interactive City Hall.

Giving Clarkston’s residents
the place to voice their
thoughts, and concerns
is integral to showcasing
democracy. Locating these
“podiums” within the plaza and
also inside the City Hall allow
for support and dissent at all
times.

Methods of Practicing Democracy
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demonstrations

dissemination
of information

boycotts

assembly

voting

“A PLACE FOR
DEMONSTRATIONS”
Working with the Site
Approach process, these
amenity plaza spaces also
function as a place for
demonstration. They are
located within the downtown
core and spread out around
the City Hall and within the Hall
itself to allow for city officials
to gauge the issues important
to the community.

In providing all of these
resources and opportunities
for the community, inevitably
creates an incentive to
participate within local
government. This participation
includes assembly, community
engagement, and accessibility
to all of these resources. This
creates a cycle that promotes
the communities interests first
and an effortless entry into
civic engagement.

Clarkston’s Refuge Coffee
Company is currently a great
local spot for the community
to gather and exchange
information. Inside, there is
a bulletin board that locals
post upcoming events and
opportunities. Locating
a central place within or
around the City Hall for the
community to use as a central
location for knowledge is
important for the showcasing
of democracy.

“EASE OF ACCESS
TO RESOURCES”
Accessibility is important to
providing equal opportunity
for ALL members of the
community. Accessibility is
tackled in two ways. The first
is the ability to physically
access these resources and
information. The second way is
providing these opportunities
for the community within a
reachable scope.
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Design Development
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Material Exploration

Using sketch paper, I began overlaying different
concepts for implementing different sustainable
initiatives throughout the context of the site.
Creating different design responses in all areas
of the site was essential to providing a holistic
community.

This axonometric of the corner of the City Hall
shows the culmination of materials that explored
not only sustainable initiatives but also pursued
ways to showcase democratic ideals and pathways
to amenity spaces.

Site Plan Layout

•Council Chamber
•Mayor’s Office
•City Manager’s Office
•Planning Department
•Meeting Rooms
•City Commissioner’s Office
•Economic and Community Development
•Code Enforcement
•Parks and Recreation Department

•Business Resources
•Permitting
•Licensing
•General Help
•Career Hub
•Internet Access
•Technology Access
•Networking
•Food Bank
•Internal/External Flexible Spaces
•”Plaza” space
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AIA Framework for Design
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Cultural Recognition

Civic

Sustainability
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Creating a central space for residents to
engage in their local city’s community; in both
civil participation and communal interests.
These Town halls or commonly known as
City Halls will be a reflection upon their
community’s culture, needs and the ideals of
American Democracy.
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On
o

a

Program Development

ss
e
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Bus

My second step in design development was doing a
second overlay on the site for material exploration. This,
in conjunction with the first design development scheme
showcased opportunities for democracy, amenities and
sustainable initiatives.
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06DESIGN SYNTHESIS

Site Plan

City Hall + Community Center Floor Plan
Future Expansion of
Amenities and Park

Community Center

City Hall
5

1 Community Outreach

7 Council Chamber
4

Overflow Parking

2 Office Space

8 Mayor’s Office

3 Conference Room

9 Mech/Elec/Cistern

3

4 Food Bank

10 Business Zone

2

5 Community Garden

Business Resource + Career Hub
Economic + Community Development
Code Enforcement

6

11

1

12

6 Flex Space, Courtyard

7

City Hall and
Community Center

13

11 ECO-nomic Growth Zone

Sanitation + Parks/Recreation
Planning Department
City Commissioner

12 City Manager’s Office
13 Cafe and Amenities

10
9

8

Children’s Play-scape
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Elevations and Sections

City Hall SE Elevation

Section AA
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City Hall NW Elevation

Community Center SE Elevation

Community Center NW Elevation

Section BB
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Design Synthesized
Council Chamber
Configurations

Democracy Reflected

Amenities for the Community

Amenities Year-Round

Sustainability

Accessibility
Civic Participation

Auxiliary Services
In Session Council
Info. Kiosk

Civic Participation

Civic Accessibility

Food Truck Fridays

Farmer’s Market
Weekends

Outside Exercise

Christmas Market

Ramadan/Eid Mubarak

Independence Day

Cultural Support
Flexible Amenities

Flexible Amenities

Civic Participation

Assembly Space
Speaker’s
Podium

Community Council Session

Amenities for the Community showcase the integrated systems of sustainable initiatives across the downtown core. These amenities
include: sustainability, auxiliary services, cultural support, flexible amenities, civic accessibility, and civic participation. Sustainable
initiatives include forms of water filtration and solar hot water heaters. Auxiliary Services include providing a Community Center that
provides educational outreach and a food bank. For cultural support, providing plaza spaces that also work as Flexible Amenity
spaces create a “third place” space where the community can linger and provide financial support to the stores and restaurants in the
area. Civic Accessibility/Participation provides a democratization of civic services for the community to be involved in. These services
include access to civic officials to voting.

Assembly Space
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Out of Session

64

Design Synthesized
Integrated Systems

Holistic Community

Resources
•Adaptive Re-Use

Equitable Communities
•Community Outreach
•Mobility and Accessible
•Community Resiliency

Energy
•Shading Devices
•Solar Panels for Energy Harvest
•Daylighting

Water
•Solar Hot Water

Well-Being

•View Lines
•Access to ventilation/operable
windows
•Inclusive and Accessible

Ecosystems
Change

•Xeriscaping
•Impervious Surfaces
•Raingardens

•Flexible Spaces

Integration
•Context Integration
•Holistic

This axonometric perspective showcases the systems that are present within the City Hall and its adjacent amenity sites. Beginning with Well-Being, the site provides a community garden for the
community’s use. Integrating the City Hall into its context by creating the resources that the community needs is crucial to supporting the City. The flex amenity space in between the City Hall and the
Community Center has rain gardens that allow for water to filtrate better on the site rather than running off of the pavement and straight into the storm-water system. The section also shows how air
can be filtered through the site and allow for constant fresh air flow within the office and main spaces. Solar panels are located on the roof to offset some of the energy usage needed for daily usage
of lights, and electronics within the office spaces.
Being able to create an entire integrated system for the community is not only important but needed in order to provide an ease of use for the adapted warehouse. It creates a learning opportunity
for the community and future City Halls.
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Economy
•Support of Local Businesses
•Flexible Amenities

Holistic Communities considers the center of the downtown core for implementing AIA’s Framework for Design initiatives. There is an opportunity within every space of downtown to use sustainable
design. These instances take into account various concepts in order to create safe and healthy spaces for members of the community and visitors to enjoy. Tackling the concept of Resources,
adaptive re-using the old mustang shop and turning it into Clarkston’s new City Hall. Creating Equitable Communities is achieved through programs and access. Making sure that every member of
the community is able to reach the community services provided to them and equal opportunity. Providing sustainable Ecosystems through xeriscaping, impervious surfaces and rain gardens creates
minimal efforts for maintenance and thriving habitats. Integrating the City Hall into the context of the downtown included support spaces for the community and using local materials to tie it into
its context. Energy conservation is created through skylights that provide ample daylight within the spaces. There is also energy harvesting through solar panels located on the roof. Well-Being is
achieved through view-lines throughout all of the office spaces and the communal areas. All these areas also include operable windows that provide fresh air into spaces. Water is also filtered on the
site through the impervious surfaces. The concepts of Change and Economy are intertwined with creating opportunities for the community to use flexible amenity spaces for their needs whilst also
providing support for the local small businesses.
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