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2002. Similarly, any arrangement that may result in the dislodging or dismember
ing ofthe ethnic groups in Abyei will be a future source of confli ct. 

Yet, another lesson to be learned is the case that joint ownership of, or in
vestment in, petroleum facility by the two countries will not be economically and 
politically viable given the level of mistrust that exists between the two nations. 
The trends have shown that war is likely between the two countries. In the event 
of any exacerbation of the conflict, one side may cut off the supply or refining of 
petroleum products to the other nation. This joint ownership has also some impli 
cations in terms of the development of the area. No government on either side of 
the partnership will be willing to invest much on the disputed area fearing that 
one day, it may finally be overrun by the other and their investments will be lost. 

Interestingly, before the advent of colonialism in the Bakassi area, the known 
paramount ruler, the Obong of Calabar, his council, and subjects have traditional 
peaceful resolution of conflicts mechanisms that enabled them to live in peace. 
Two of those mechanisms are the narrative mediation and negotiation. The par
ties to the conflicts would narrate what brought the conflict and any claims each 
makes must have a narration that links him or her to the issue at stake. A council 
of elders or spiritual leaders and other related agencies wil l listen to these narra
tions and come up with an unbiased mediated agreement that all will be happy 
with. A similar system existed in pre-1905 Abyei which may be revived and 
modernized to promote peace among the indigenes. 

Finally, Abyei should learn from Bakassi that war does not provide a durable 
or sustainable solution to border disputes but has brought destruction of life and 
property. The resources for which the nations go to war are also either destroyed 
in the process or are immediately impossible to exploit. 

Conclusion and Policy Recommendations 

Having established some commonalities between the Abyei and Bakassi conflicts 
and based on the lessons learned from the bad measures taken to resolve the Ba
kassi conflicts, this paper recommends several solutions: 

The traditional peace building and peace making that worked for the Abyei 
people prior to 1905 should be explored, modified, and adopted rather than re
sorting to international arbitration and litigation. There are advantages to be de
rived from this approach. It is cost effective and relationships are maintained. 
Elders of the ethnic groups are more knowledgeable about the things that hold 
them together. They know where the boundaries of each group start and end. 
They also know how to multiply the pies (resources) such that each party wins or 
benefits from the available resources as well as contributing to their replacement. 
The judges and interests that preside at the PCA, ICJ, and other related arbitra
tion institutions do not know or often ignore this rich Afri can peacebuilding tra-
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dition. Abdalla (20 1 0) points to the action of the Permanent Court of Arbitration 
(PCA) which redrew the border areas of Abyei and the dissatisfaction of the dis
putants as one of the flaws of litigations in border disputes. In the pre-1905 tradi
tional system, the major ethnic groups by the end of every season came together 
and decided on compensations and damages that may have resulted from their 
joint economic activities in the area. The process served the community very well 
then because each party went home satisfied with what they got and also main
tained their peaceful co-existence. The patties derived satisfaction from the fact 
that they resolved their conflicts themselves. The pride of ownership of the peace 
efforts motivates disputants to fend of adversarial externalities. 

Secondly, the two nations should build upon their traditional conflict resolu
tion mechanisms by negotiating a compensation package that is payable and ac
ceptable to both parties in order to transfer complete ownership of economically 
productive resources such as refineries to whichever state that eventually wins 
sovereignty over Abyei. This recommendation serves two purposes. The first one 
is to ensure that the problem of cutting off supply or production is averted in the 
event of unforeseen conflicts between them. The second is to ensure that the 
region is properly developed and any failure to develop it can be blamed on the 
country where it is located rather than holding the two entities jointly responsi
ble. 

Finally, th is paper recommends that the MNCs and their home governments 
should work with the African governments in their efforts to solve their problems 
in the African way. It is suggested here that many of African conflicts would not 
have escalated to the level that they were, were it not for external influence ofthe 
West and, presently, China. This is not advocating for Africa to isolate itself from 
the rest of the world. Rather, the continent should look inward for home-grown 
conflict management mechanisms. The interventions of the International Court of 
Justice, Permanent Court of Arbitration and other supranational organizations 
have always brought no permanent and sustainable peace. Their effectiveness has 
been apparent mainly in the protection of Western interests. 
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