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CONCLUSION

In conclusion, the continental free trade area poses many benefits for Africa if done in a spirit of Pan-African economic and
social solidarity. Economic and social opportunities are possible from financial integration, unified currencies and free
movement of goods, people, and services. Cooperation will also reduce destructive 'race to the bottom' competitions in
trade negotiation with foreign multinationals. The free trade area must permanently protect environmental and social
justice. African leaders and institutions must strive for solidarity, diversification, and justice in their trade relations with
each other and with foreign multinationals.

There is a great need for a continental system that develops and enforces treaties outlining the responsibilities of
multinational and domestic investors to desist from interference in political processes and to respect human and
environmental rights. It would be amiss for the AU to come up with another neo-liberal trade agreement that does not
ensure mandatory obligations on big businesses and foreign investors.
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