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An adverb clause is also nearly a complete sentence; it functions like an adverb does by
explaining the how, when, where, and why of the discussion. The adverb clause usually
contains a subordinating conjunction, a subject, a complete verb, and any other related
phrases or clauses:

Because the shortage in donor hearts is so severe, transplant surgery is
limited to people with the best chances of surviving.
As long as the wind speed is sufficient, the electrical energy will be
continuously generated.
If an oil spill occurs away from shore, it is unlikely to affect many birds, unless
they are directly in a major migratory path at a migrating season.
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A noun clause is a group of words used as a noun. Introduced by a relative pronoun, a noun
clause can play any of the functions a noun plays: subject, direct object, object of
preposition, subjective or object complement. Here are example noun clauses, with their
functions labelled:

Estimates indicate that 20 million Americans owned hand-held calculators by
1974. (direct object)
Computer systems are often measured by how much main memory their
architectures allow and by how fast that memory can be accessed. (object of
preposition—two of them!)
Lemaitre proposed that all matter in the Universe was once concentrated into
what he termed the primeval atom. (direct object; in this sentence, what he
termed the primeval atom is also a noun clause.)
The choice of furnace wall construction depends on how sophisticated the
gas-cleaning equipment is and on whether a large amount of waste is to be
recovered. (object of preposition—two of them)
Most microcomputers use what are called flexible diskettes for program and
data storage. (direct object)
The major disadvantage of sequential files is that they are slow. (subject
complement)
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Many of the sentence elements described above can be "coordinated"; that is, they can be
doubled, tripled, or even quadrupled and linked with coordinating conjunctions like and and



or. For example, in the phrase "a black and white Datsun 240Z," two adjectives are are
coordinated. Here are some examples of coordinated sentence elements:

In 1800, A. Volta constructed and experimented with the voltaic pile, the
predecessor of the modern battery. (two verbs)
Maxwell's theory not only synthesized theories about electricity and
magnetism, but also showed optics to be a branch of electromagnetism. (two
predicates)
Heat exchangers can be so designed that chemical reactions or energy-
generation processes can be carried out in them. (two noun phrases)
Heat exchangers find wide applications in the chemical process industries, in
the food industry, in the generation of steam for production of power and
electricity, in aircraft and space vehicles, and in the field of cryogenics for low-
temperature separation of gases. (nine total prepositional phrases)
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