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AESTHETICS
 The facade tries to be straight and organic at the same time to fit well in a natural landscape. Most 
parts of elevations are made from rammed earth wall structures with natural ripple pattern that recalls wave 
ripples on the surface of the Omo River. On widows, mashrabiya screens are used to protect from heating 
issues. The pattern is based on original plan design of the building itself which recalls traditional patterns 
used in African rugs and cloth.

LANDSCAPE
 Being an urban house makes it hard to provide an experience of the natural African landscapes, 
that is why non-urban elements were chosen for the site to make it feel as rural as possible. Natural ground 
cover, wild grasses and buses with big decorative stones all create an illusion of being outside on a free land 
without constraints of modern culture.

SUSTAINABILITY
 Sustainability was the main concern for this project. All design decisions take into consideration the 
use of locally available materials and the climate of the region. This scheme provides good shading and cross 
ventilation to prevent overheating internal spaces. Place for water collection is also provided.

THE OMO



31

Volume 1, Number 1 | Spring 2016 ATL

THE OMO



32

Volume 1, Number 1 | Spring 2016ATL

STRUCTURE
 Considering the cost of the project, it was designed to be easily constructed by unskilled workers 
with sustainable materials. The diagram above shows the simplicity of the construction process and the 
elements of the building. This project also provides unique flexibility in its structure and reusable parts. It 
consists of identical elements that can be building blocks for other design ideas and options for this project.

INTERIOR DESIGN
 The main goal for designing internal spaces was to create a warm and comfortable environment 
where people could feel protected, but at the same time provide a connection to the outside open spaces. 
The open courtyard that opens up from the kitchen provides an enclosed open space that serves as a place 
for family gathering and celebrations.
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